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God  truly  blessed  me  when  I  was  called  to  serve  Whitaker's  Chapel  UMC  in  2005. 
When  I  arrived  I  found  a  congregation  anxious  to  build  their  Sunday  School  program, 
intentionally  study  the  Bible,  enthusiastically  worship  God,  while  continuing  to  serve  others  in 
their  community  and  throughout  the  world. 

As  we  have  celebrated  the  1 00**^  anniversary  of  Whitaker's  Chapel  this  year,  I  am 
reminded  of  a  heritage  that  truly  has  followed  the  mission  statement  of  Bishop  McClesky  to 
Follow  Jesus,  Make  Disciples,  and  Transform  the  World.  Whitaker's  Chapel  showed  a  true 
desire  to  follow  Jesus  as  they  established  the  church  following  the  brush  arbor  revival.  The 
recovery  from  two  fires,  including  the  May  1950  fire  which  destroyed  the  church,  could  have 
discouraged  a  less  faithful  congregation  but  through  all  adversity,  Whitaker's  Chapel  has 
continued  to  show  its  love  for  God  and  trust  that  God  will  lead  them  in  all  that  they  do. 

The  emergence  of  a  successful  Vacation  Bible  School  has  given  our  church  an 
opportunity  to  witness  to  the  community.  We  will  not  soon  forget  the  celebration  under  the 
"Giant  Oak  Tree",  the  children's  excitement  in  the  fire  truck,  or  releasing  the  many  balloons 
into  the  heavens  as  we  remembered  all  "the  saints"  who  have  come  before  us  at  Whitaker's 
Chapel.  The  Christmas  Program,  annual  Easter  Egg  Hunt,  annual  Fall  Bazaar,  and  other 
fellowship  events  have  also  provided  opportunities  for  Whitaker's  Chapel  to  share  their  love 
with  everyone  around  us. 

Since  2005,  Whitaker's  Chapel  has  done  its  part  to  transform  the  world.  I  will  always 
remember  the  generous  love  and  financial  support  given  to  our  adopted  family  affected  by 
Hurricane  Katrina.  The  continued  support  for  the  Pilot  Mountain  Community,  including  many 
oil  tanks  filled  and  meals  served,  has  inspired  me  to  serve  as  Christ  served.  Whitaker's 
Chapel  continues  to  step  up  without  hesitation  to  support  mission  throughout  the  world. 

Whitaker's  Chapel  has  much  to  celebrate  as  we  reflect  over  the  past  1 00  years. 
Although  there  will  be  significant  challenges  ahead,  I  am  also  confident  that  if  we  remain 
faithful  to  God's  calling  for  us  individually  and  for  our  church,  Whitaker's  Chapel  will  enjoy 
hundreds  of  years  of  successful  ministry  to  come.  We  must  always  remember  that "/  can  do 
all  things  through  him  who  strengthens  me."  (Phil  4:13) 


Peace  and  Grace, 


Rev.  David  Raiford 


Open  Hearts,  Open  Minds,  Open  (Doors 
ToObrw  Jesus,  Ma^  (DiscipCes,  transform  the  ^orQf 
"nUe  mission  oftfie  VnitedMetfiodist  Church  is  to  ma^  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  * 

Jls  united  memSers  oftfie  Body  ofCfirist,  we  oftfie  (Pifbt  View,  SfioaCs,  and'Wfiita^'s  CfiapeC 
VnitedMetfiodist  ChurcHes  aCso  claim  tfiat  mission  statement  as  an  integraCpart  of  our  faith  fieritage. 

We  receive  tfiis  mission  statement  from  our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Cfirist,  wfio  said  in  Matthew 
28:19-20  "Qo  tfierefore  andma^  discipfes  of alT  nations,  Baptizing  tfiem  in  tfie  name  of  the  father, 
and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Jfofy  Spirit,  and  teaching  them  to  o6ey  everything  that  I  have  commanded 
you," 

^  ministers  of  Christ,  we  as  Both  clergy  andCaity,  see  as  our  duty  to  Qodthe  responsiBiHty  of 
proclaiming  the  good  news  ofQods  grace  through  Jesus  Christ,  and  seeing  thefuCfdhient  ofQods 
reign  in  the  world  The  '0mted9iethodist  Church  affirms  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  ofQod,  tfie 
Savior  oftfie  world  and  the  LordqfalC 

This  mission  is  our  grace  filled  response  to  the  ^fign  of^odin  the  world  announced  6y  Jesus 
Christ. 

The  heart  of  Christian  ministry  is  Christ's  ministry  qfoutreaching  love.  Therefore,  alC  Christians 
Both  laity  and  clergy,  are  called  through  their  Baptism  to  this  ministry  of  service  in  the  world  to  the 
glory  ofQod,  and  for  human fulfSbnent.  As  such,  we  caff  off  persons  into  discipCeship  under  the 
Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ  as  we  are  caffed  together  for -worship,  fellowship,  and  the  Building  up  of  the 
Christian  community. 

The  means  By  which  we  carry  out  tfie  mission  of  the  church  is  this:  we  makg  disciples  of  Christ  as 
we_ 

1.  (Proclaim  tfie  gospel;  see^  welcome  and  gather  persons  into  the  Body  of  Christ. 

2.  Lead  persons  to  commit  their  fives  to  ^od  through  Baptism  and  profession  cf faith  in  Jesus 
Christ. 

3.  O^urture  persons  in  Christian  living  through  worship,  the  sacraments,  spiritual dtscipfines,  and 
other  means  cf  grace. 

4.  Send  persons  into  the  world  to  five  lovingly  and  justly  as  servants  of  Christ  By  healing  tfie  sic^ 
feeding  the  hungry,  caring  for  the  stranger,  freeing  the  oppressed,  andwor^ng  to  develop  social 
structures  that  are  consistent  with  tfie  gospel 

5.  Continue  tfie  mission  of  seeing,  welcoming,  and  gathering  persons  into  the  community  of  the 
Body  of  Christ. 

'We  ej(pect  tofuCfUIthis  mission  By  the  grace  of  Qod  through  thepowerof  the  9fofy  Spirit. 


iHe  memBers  of  the  9fomecoming  Committee  sincereCy  appreciate  tfie  information 
tfiat  was  recorded  from  the  earCy  estaSGsHment  of  tfie  cfiurcfi  and  maintained  By 
devoted  memBers  sucB.  as  ®etty  (Denny,  LiUa  TGncBum,  IfoCCy  WBita^  and  others. 
9{ot  onCy  didwe  have  this  information  to  draw  from  andBuildupon  But  also  we  had 
recollections  Banded  down  oraCfy  By  others.  'Without  the  wilBngness  of  those  who 
loved  and  appreciated  the  importance  of  the  history  of  the  church  and  their  willingness 
to  spend  their  time  cGpping  articles  aBout  events,  saving  letters,  ^eping  pictures, 
sharing  their  recollections,  etc  our  tash^of  preparing  the  %fiepsah§  (Boo^would have 
Been  much  more  iRfficuli.  We  appreciate  those  who  have  shared  their  personaCfamify 
pictures  and  stories  aBout  church  events  Both  past  and  present. 

'We  hope  that  each  one  that  has  participated  in  and/or  attended  our  monthCy 
programs  leading  up  to  the  9Comecoming  have  Been  Blessed  as  much  as  we  have.  Uhe 
interest  and  enthusiasm  we  have  witnessed  at  these  programs  show  us  that  our  church 
is  ready  to  carry  the  Banner  as  vaGantCy  into  the  ne^  century  of  the  church  as  our 
founders.  iJhe  torch  is  Beir^  passed  to  anew  generation  for  leadership.  ^Iheground- 
wor^has  BeenfirmCy  aruCsecureCy  [aid  'We  only  have  to  continue  to  Be  faithful^ 
committed,  arufprayerfuOy  wUBng  to  do  ^ods  wor^ 

'Without  your  help  our  CaBors  of  Cove  for  god  and  this  church  project  would  have 
Been  much  rrwre  chattering.  Thus,  a  simple  But  sincere  "iHan^'Ybu''  is  ej(tendedto  alf 
(Both  past  aruC present)  who  have  shared  and  participated 
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THE  fflSTORY  OF  WHITAKER'S  CHAPEL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


Early  Church  History  Pre-1908-1950 

Whitaker^s  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church,  in  the  manner  of  many  rural 
Southern  churches,  can  trace  its  origin  to  informal  gatherings  of  Christians, 
desirous  of  the  opportunity  to  worship  God  with  the  company  of  their  friends  and 
neighbors.  So,  it  was  here,  in  what  was  then  called  the  Deron  community,  a  man 
came  forth  to  lead  the  faithful  of  the  community  in  its  search  for  religious  services  to 
meet  their  needs.  It  should  be  recalled  that  during  this  time  the  people  living  in  this 
community  who  wished  to  attend  an  organized  church  had  to  walk,  or  if  they  were 
fortunate  enough  to  have  a  horse  drawn  buggy,  drive  many  miles  to  attend  worship 
services.  At  this  time,  the  nearest  Methodist  Church  was  located  in  Ararat,  a 
distance  of  some  five  miles  in  each  direction  from  the  community. 

The  name  of  this  God-called  man  was  Giles  Whitaker,  who  was  bom  nearby  in 
1842.  As  a  young  man,  Giles  demonstrated  an  intense  religious  nature  which  was  in 
great  measure  a  result  of  the  early  training  by  his  mother.  The 
onset  of  the  Civil  War  in  1861  saw  Giles  enlisted  as  a  member  of 
Company  C  of  the  21**  North  Carolina  Regiment  which  was 
mustered  into  Confederate  service  in  Mount  Airy.  During  his 
service  throughout  the  war,  Private  Whitaker  conducted  worship 
services  for  the  men  of  Company  C,  preached  the  Gospel, 
counseled  men  in  need  of  comfort,  and  in  time  came  to  be 
regarded  as  the  Chaplain  for  the  Company.  After  the  war,  he 
returned  to  farming  in  Surry  County  as  did  many  of  those  who 
survived  this  terrible  conflict.  By  the  year  1882,  he  had 
purchased  a  farm  in  the  Deron  community,  and  built  his  home  in 
the  shade  of  an  ancient  white  oak  tree,  that  would,  in  time, 
become  known  far  and  wide  as  the  "Giles  Whitaker  Tree."  By  the 
year  1890,  Mr.  Whitaker  along  with  Mrs.  Hester  Whitaker  Jones,  Mrs.  Nora 
Whitaker  Fulk,  Lilla  Jones  Denny  and  others  had  joined  the  New  Hope  Methodist 
Church  in  Ararat.  As  mentioned,  the  distance  to  attend  church  was  long  and  many 
times  difficult,  so  began  the  preaching  under  the  limbs  of  the  ancient  oak  tree  by 
Mr.  Whitaker  and  other  local  preachers  as  well  as  circuit  riding  preachers.  When 
the  weather  was  inclement,  services  were  often  held  in  the  mill  store  across  the  dirt 
road  from  Mr.  Whitaker's  residence.  As  time  passed  and  the  community  grew  in 
size,  it  became  more  and  more  apparent  that  the  need  for  constructing  a  formal 
building  to  serve  the  congregation  was  needed.  However,  for  nearly  twenty  years 
Giles  Whitaker' s  home  and  its  famous  tree  had  served  as  a  gathering  place  for 
neighboring  Christians  to  nourish  their  faith.  Time  and  circumstances  were  now  to 
relegate  this  early  place  of  worship  to  the  history  pages  of  the  church.  In  1915,  Mr. 
J.W.  Denny  Sr.  purchased  the  farm  including  the  home  and  the  famous  tree,  and 
the  property  remains  in  the  Denny  family  to  this  day.  Mr.  Whitaker  subsequently 
built  a  new  home  nearby  where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1920.  He  is  buried  in  the 
cemetery  adjacent  to  the  church  which  now  bears  his  name. 


As  the  new  century  opened,  the  need  for  a  new  church  to  be  built  in  the  community 
was  evident.  However,  it  was  not  until  1908  that  the  first  steps  were  taken  to 
formally  organize  the  church.  In  the  spring  of  this  year,  a  tent  meeting  was 
conducted  by  Reverend  Fine  near  Mr.  Whitaker's  home,  and  at  this  meeting  the 
organization  of  a  new  church  took  place.  The  new  members  were  those  who 
attended  this  revival  held  by  Reverend  Fine  and  those  who  transferred  their 
membership  from  New  Hope  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  charter  members  of 
the  church  were:  Giles  Whitaker,  Nora  Fulk,  Hester  W.  Jones,  Claude  E.  Jones, 
Lilla  J.  Denny,  Charlie  L.  Chandler,  Laura  Chandler,  M.  Yancey  Denny,  Ellen 
Denny,  Corry  Cox,  Nancy  Denny,  Henry  Sechrist,  Alice  Sechrist,  Jane  Chandler, 
Rena  Whitaker,  Mamie  Jones,  Sadie  Jones,  Comellius  Jones  and  Elizabeth  Denny. 

Services  continued  to  be  held  in  the  old  mill  store  during  the  years  1908  and  1909 
when  on  November  lO***  of  that  latter  year,  Armitta  Flinchum,  J.  Luther  Holland 
and  wife  Betty  Flinchum  Holland,  Henry  R.  Denny  and  wife 
Eliza  Flinchum  Denny  deeded  to  the  new  church  trustees, 
Giles  Whitaker,  Claude  E.  Jones  and  C.  L.  Chandler,  a  lot 
containing  nine  tenths  of  an  acre  more  or  less  on  which  the 
first  church  was  to  be  built.  The  name  of  this  new  church 
was  to  be;  The  Grassy  Knob  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South,  Mt.  Airy  District.  The  lot  was  adjacent  to  the 
community  cemetery  then  known  as  Webster's  Cemetery, 
and  is  the  same  parcel  of  land  on  which  the  present  day 
church  stands.  Under  the  leadership  of  its  trustees, 
donations  of  money,  timber  and  labor  were  received  and  the 
small  wooden  frame  church  was  completed  in  1912.  The 
first  pastor  assigned  to  the  new  church  was  the  Reverend  R.  L.  Doggett  who  served 
in  this  capacity  from  1913  until  1915. 

From  1911  to  1912,  Mr.  Whitaker  with  the  help  of  other  men  from  the  community 
constructed  the  new  church  building.  It  should  be  recalled  that  all  materials  used  in 
this  construction  from  the  felling  of  trees,  to  the  shaping  of  boards,  and  finally  the 
assembling  of  timbers  and  framing  were  accomplished  by  the  hard,  physical  work  of 
him  and  men  of  the  community.  That  they  wished  a  church  of  their  own  is  evident. 
The  Rev.  J.W.  Combs  served  as  pastor  of  the  church  from  1916  to  1920,  and  the  new 
church  thrived  under  his  leadership.  In  1920,  the  church  suffered  a  staggering  blow 
with  the  passing  of  Mr.  Giles  Whitaker,  whom  God  had  called  home  to  rest  from  his 
labors.  The  mantle  of  responsibility  then  fell  to  his  grandson  Mr.  Claude  E.  Jones 
who  readUy  accepted  the  task,  and  was  to  carry  the  vision  forward  that  his  grand- 
father had  begun.  Throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life,  Mr.  Jones  generously 
supported  the  church  both  financially  and  spiritually.  For  many  years,  he  drove 
from  his  home  in  Winston  Salem  once  each  month  to  attend  services  at  Whitaker's 
Chapel  UMC.  His  generosity  and  involvement  with  the  church  will  be  brought  forth 
later  in  this  history.  This  period  in  the  history  of  the  church  with  all  of  its  joy  over 
the  completion  of  the  new  church  was  not  without  its  moments  of  sadness  and 


mourning.  On  May  2, 1921,  Mrs.  Maude  Pell  Jones,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Claude  E.  Jones 
died  from  the  complications  of  childbirth.  The  death  of  this  woman  was  a  tragic 
loss.  Her  grave  in  the  adjacent  Webster's  Cemetery  is  shown  in  the  picture 
accompanying  this  text.  This  photograph  also  contains  the  only  known  partial 
picture  of  the  first,  wooden  church  built  by  Mr.  Whitaker  and  the  men  of  the 
community. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  this  period  of  time,  the  excavation  of  graves  was  not 
done,  as  today,  by  machinery,  but  rather  was  done  by  first  the  tolling  of  the  church 
bell,  at  the  sound  of  which  men  of  the  community  would  gather  at  the  gravesite, 
shovels  and  picks  in  hand,  and  would  then  prepare  the  grave.  This  practice,  in  later 
years,  gave  way  to  modem  methods.  However,  in  its  time,  it  provided  a  bringing 
together  of  the  church  community  into  one  body. 

In  1926,  while  at  a  revival  conducted  by  the  Rev.  J.W.  Combs,  flames  were  noticed 
near  the  chimney  flue  of  the  church.  The  service  was  dismissed,  and  the  men  began 
hauling  water  from  a  nearby  weU  in  an  effort  to  extinguish  the  flames.  In  the 
meantime,  the  women  removed  the  furnishing  from  the  church,  and  prayed  that 
their  church  might  be  saved.  The  men  were  able  to  confine  the  damage  to  the  roof 
and  the  chimney  flue,  and  the  remainder  of  the  church  was  saved.  The  following 
morning,  worship  services  were  held  at  the  Grassy  Knob  School  located  in  a  field 
near  the  church.  Services  continued  to  be  held  at  the  school  until  the  repairs  to  the 
church  were  completed. 

The  church  continued  in  its  ministry  to  the  community  during  the  decade  of  the 
1930's  during  which  the  country  underwent  the  worst  financial  depression  in  its 
history.  The  emergence  of  the  following  decade  saw  two  important  events  in  the  life 
of  the  church.  The  war  that  soon  engulfed  the  world,  required  the  services  of  many 
of  the  young  men  in  the  community  who  were  drafted  or  enlisted  in  the  armed 
forces.  Miss  Eva  Fulk,  along  with  Mrs.  Holly  Whitaker  and  others  were 
instrumental  in  creating  the  largest  Sunday  School  attendance  for  children  that  the 
church  had  ever  experienced.  Many  of  these  children  were  neighborhood  children 
whose  only  religious  experience  came  from  their  attendance  at  the  Whitaker's 
Chapel  Sunday  School  conducted  by  these  devoted  women. 

The  History  of  Whitaker's  Chapel  U.M.C.  from  1950  to  Present  Day 

The  first  week  of  the  new  decade  was  one  of  great  importance  to  the  church.  On 
January  7, 1950,  electric  service  came  to  the  church  and  the  lights  were  turned  on. 
The  joy  was  short  lived,  for  on  May  28*  of  that  year  at  about  9:30  in  the  evening  a 
severe  electrical  storm  struck  the  area.  Lightning  struck  the  church  and  completely 
destroyed  it  along  with  its  contents.  Among  the  treasured  artifacts  that  were 
destroyed  was  the  pump  organ  that  had  been  donated  to  the  church  by  Mr.  Giles 
Whitaker.  The  following  Saturday,  church  members,  as  well  as  people  within  the 
community,  gathered  to  plan  the  rebuilding  of  the  church.  During  this  meeting,  the 
people  pledged  their  time,  money,  materials  or  whatever  they  could  provide  to 


insure  that  the  church  was  rebuilt.  For  the  following  three  and  one  half  months, 
people  committed  to  the  rebuilding  of  the  church  worked  diligently  and  gave 
generously.  The  Rev.  R.  £.  Ward  was  the  church  pastor  during  this  time,  and  he 
was  instrumental  in  the  rebuUding  program.  Mr.  Claude  E.  Jones,  an  early  trustee 
of  the  church,  was  one  of  the  founding  partners  of  the  Fowler-Jones  Construction 
Company  in  Winston  Salem  and  was  destined  to  be  a  major  benefactor  in  the 
rebuilding  of  the  church.  Mr.  Jones  sent  work  crews  from  his  company  to  do  the 
actual  construction  of  the  new  church.  The  reconstruction  of  the  church  was  under 
the  general  supervision  of  Mr.  Kenneth  J.  Denny  who  was  both  the  designer  of  the 
church  as  well  as  the  construction  superintendent.  On  September  IT***,  1950,  the 
first  service  was  conducted  in  the  new,  brick  church.  This  was  Rev.  Ward's  final 
service  prior  to  his  retirement.  His  sermon  that  Sunday  was  entitled  ^^Upon  This 
Rock  I  Will  Build  My  Church'^,  a  fitting  subject  for  the  occasion.  The  dedication  of 
the  new  brick  church  was  conducted  by  District  Superintendent  C.  Excell  Rozelle  in 
1952. 

With  renewed  spirits  and  a  new  church  there  came  a  new  and  vibrant  interest  in 
church  affairs  and  a  surge  of  rapid  growth.  In  1955,  an  educational  wing  with 
classrooms,  rest  rooms  and  a  fellowship  hall  with  kitchen  facilities  was  added  to  the 
original  structure.  On  September  28^**  of  that  year  the  dedication  service  for  the 
new  wing  was  conducted  by  District  Superintendent  Dr.  Lee  Tuttle. 

For  many  years,  this  church  had  filled  the  religious  and  social  needs  of  its  youth, 
adult  families,  and  the  community  at  large.  It  was  at  this  church  that  the  youth 
learned  and  developed  life  skills  that  enabled  them  to  become  ^pUlars''  of  the 
church.  By  necessity,  some  have  gone  to  other  communities  and  churches  and  have 
become  leaders  thereby  sharing  their  knowledge  and  skills  acquired  while  growing 
up  in  Whitaker's  Chapel.  During  the  decade  from  the  mid-fifties  to  the  mid-sixties 
the  youth  program  (Methodist  Youth  Fellowship)  was  at  its  peak.  There  was  also  a 
large  youth  choir,  composed  of  many  of  the  youngsters  in  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship.  These  were  not  a  group  of  young  people  meeting  to  have  fun  but  rather 
it  was  a  group  dedicated  to  worshipping  God  and  helping  others.  Under  the 
outstanding  leadership  of  its  adult  leaders,  the  youth  group  had  several  fund  raising 
projects  to  help  the  needy  and  other  mission  causes.  Their  most  impressive 
achievement  was  the  purchase  and  installation  of  the  lighted  cross  in  the  church 
sanctuary,  which  was  installed  in  1963. 

The  year  1963  was  a  memorable  year  because  it  was,  in  this  period,  that  a  group  of 
women  in  the  church  organized  the  first  United  Methodist  Women's  Group,  then 
known  as  the  Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service.  The  charier  members  of  this 
group  will  be  listed  elsewhere  in  this  paper.  During  the  years  1965  through  1968 
major  renovations  were  made  to  the  church.  These  included  a  divider  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall,  the  plastering  of  the  sanctuary  and  carpeting  was  installed 
throughout  the  church.  By  means  of  a  generous  gift  from  Kenneth  and  Margaret 
Denny,  the  pews  were  padded  and  upholstered,  both  the  seats  and  the  backs.  The 
church  was  continuing  its  growth  period  and  as  always  served  as  a  focal  point  of  the 


community.  It  was  a  place  for  celebrations,  gatherings  such  as  weddings, 
anniversary  celebrations,  family  reunions,  fellowship  dinners  and  the  like.  There 
were  also  times  of  grief;  however,  the  church  body  utilized  these  times  as  an 
opportunity  to  do  God's  work  of  serving  others  by  preparing  meals  for  grieving 
families,  to  love  and  care  for  them  as  we  are  all  ^family''  here. 

In  1975,  a  major  project  that  the  United  Methodist  Women's  Group  had  been 
working  on  for  the  past  two  years  came  to  fruition.  The  Group  was  able  to 
purchase  a  new  steeple  for  the  church  which  was  placed  on  the  church  on  May  2, 
1975;  and  has  since  served  as  a  beacon  for  all  who  came  within  view.  The  Rev. 
Arthur  Chamblee  conducted  the  dedication  service  for  the  new  steeple  the  first 
Sunday  in  November  1975. 

During  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Jack  Danley  a  parsonage  was  built  and  completed 
in  1987;  however.  Rev.  Danley  and  his  family  never  resided  in  the  new  parsonage. 
Its  completion  coincided  with  the  time  for  ministerial  appointments  at  the  annual 
conference,  and  Rev.  Danley  was  reassigned.  The  Rev.  Phil  Park  and  his  family 
became  the  first  occupants  of  the  parsonage  in  1988.  In  1989,  a  Hammond  organ 
was  donated  to  the  church  and  handicapped  ramps  were  built  where  appropriate 
throughout  the  church. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Arthur  Livengood,  the  ground  breaking  for  a  new, 
much  larger  fellowship  hall  was  conducted  on  July  25, 1993.  On  March  16, 1994, 
Whitaker's  Chapel  received  an  $18,000  construction  grant  from  the  Duke 
Endowment  Fund.  The  addition  of  a  front  porch  for  the  church  and  the  new 
Fellowship  Hall  were  completed  and  consecrated  on  May  1, 1994.  Remarkably,  in 
less  than  three  years  following  the  groundbreaking  ceremony  for  the  Fellowship 
Hall,  the  faithful  stewards  of  the  church,  through  the  means  of  many  fund  raising 
events  had  liquidated  the  remaining  mortgage  on  the  new  building.  The  mortgage 
burning  and  the  dedication  service  was  conducted  by  District  Superintendent 
Franklin  W.  Grice  on  October  13, 1996. 

In  1994,  the  United  Methodist  Women's  Group  purchased  the  baptismal  font  and 
placed  it  in  the  church  in  memory  of  Betty  Denny,  Lula  Flinchum,  Ada  Shelton  and 
Holly  Whitaker.  On  November  5, 1995,  the  baptismal  font  was  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  these  four  charter  members. 

On  April  10, 1994,  a  new  Yamaha  piano  was  donated  to  the  church  and  was 
dedicated  to  Margie  Denny  for  her  years  of  faithful  service  to  the  church  in  the 
capacity  of  pianist,  choir  director,  and  Director  of  Music  for  the  church.  One  third 
of  the  purchase  price  of  the  piano  was  paid  for  by  the  United  Methodist  Men's 
Group,  and  the  remainder  by  an  anonymous  benefactor. 

Periodically,  during  the  next  three  years  discussions  and  research  was  conducted 
concerning  the  replacement  of  the  then  existing  windows  in  the  church  sanctuary 
with  ones  of  stained  glass.  After  visiting  several  churches  and  talking  with  several 


\ 


contractors,  a  decision  was  made  and  a  contract  for  the  windows  was  signed. 
Installation  of  the  stained  glass  windows  was  completed  in  2002.  A  plaque  with  the 
alphabetical  listing  of  the  names  of  the  people  to  whom  each  window  was  dedicated 
"in  memory  of  or  "in  honor  of  was  installed  on  October  13, 2002. 

In  2004,  a  portion  of  the  cemetery  was  reserved  for  the  establishment  of  a  "Memory 
Garden'*  for  cremated  remains.  Since  then  a  bench  has  been  provided  for  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  those  who  come  to  remember  their  loved  ones.  In  the 
year  2008,  the  church  has  reached  a  milestone  in  its  history,  of  its  service  to  God,  the 
community  and  each  other.  A  few  events  leading  to  the  Homecoming  of  2008  are 
briefly  noted  below. 

•  The  year  began  with  the  adoption  of  a  Safe  Sanctuary  Policy  and  Procedures 
Guide  in  March  2008 

•  In  April,  Whitaker's  Chapel  UMC  was  recognized  for  100  years  of  service 
and  the  banner  was  presented  at  the  annual  conference. 

•  On  July  27, 2008,  a  class  on  Sacred  Harp-Shape  Note  Music  was  conducted. 
The  program  was  well  attended  by  both  church  members  and  people  from 
the  surrounding  area. 

•  The  Vacation  Bible  School  was  an  original  program  reenacting  major  events 
in  the  history  of  the  church.  It  was  held  August  10-12,  2008. 

•  On  August  10^**,  the  children  and  program  leaders  and  participants  walked 
from  the  church  to  the  ancient  oak  tree  once  belonging  to  Mr.  Giles 
Whitaker,  for  the  devotional  lesson,  a  short  history  of  the  founding  of  the 
church  under  the  tree,  the  traditions  of  the  times,  and  games  from  the  early 
1900's  such  as  a  potato  sack  race. 

•  On  August  11^**,  the  children  learned  about  the  fiery  furnace  episode  with 
Shadrack,  Meshack,  and  Abednego.  Then  they  were  instructed  about  the 
fires  at  the  church  in  1926  and  1950.  The  children  participated  in  a  bucket 
brigade  to  put  out  the  fire,  and  the  activities  culminated  with  the  arrival  of  a 
local  fire  department  truck. 

•  On  August  12"*,  the  children  were  instructed  about  the  nine  gifts  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  Bible,  and  how  they  can  be  applied  in  our  daily  lives.  The 
children  enjoyed  the  celebration  party  commemorating  the  one  hundred 
years  of  service  by  the  church,  and  prayed  for  God's  blessings  upon  the 
church  for  the  next  one  hundred  years. 

•  On  September  28"',  a  program  entitled  "Voices  from  the  Past"  will  be 
presented  as  a  reenactment  of  an  interview  with  a  circuit  riding  Methodist 
minister  of  1858.  Documentation  for  the  program  was  taken  from  the 
diaries  of  Rev.  Marquis  Lafayette  Wood,  held  by  the  Archives  Library  of 
Duke  University. 

•  October  12, 2008  will  be  celebrated  as  the  Homecoming  for  2008.  Former 
pastors  and  members  have  been  cordially  invited  to  attend. 

During  the  first  100  years  of  the  rich  heritage  of  Whitaker's  Chapel  United 
Methodist  Church,  we  can  see  the  unfailing  commitment,  tireless  efforts  and 
prevailing  faith  of  its  leaders  and  members.  This  rural  church  stands  today  as  a 


tribute  to  the  dedication  and  loving  service  of  our  first  members.  We,  the  members 
today,  commit  ourselves  to  the  continued  service  to  God  and  the  community.  We 
envision  a  bright  future  for  Whitaker's  Chapel.  With  God's  blessings,  faithful  and 
committed  leaders,  and  a  praying  congregation  that  has  '^a  mind  to  work,"  the 
mission  of  the  church;  to  heal,  restore,  reconcile  and  extend  God's  saving  grace  will 
be  realized. 


Typical  worship  service  beneath  a  brush  arbor 
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The  Farm  Front 

By  Martin  Howard 

Jonriul  and  Sentinel  F»na  Editor 

How  good  were  the  "good  old  days"?  .... 
It  was  late  August,  1862. 

Hie  white-sided  knob  atop  Pilot  Mountain  shimmered  in 
the  brassy  heat.  Farmsteads  scattered  along  the  valleys  and 
slopes  still  felt  the  blast  of  Summer.  Some  sickness  was  abroad 
in  these  foothills,  and  the  gravity  of  a  nation  locked  in  grim 
internal  war  oppressed  all  homes. 

In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryson  Fulk,  whose  farm 
lay  almost  in  the  shadow  of  towering  Pilot,  11-year-old  Joseph 
was  ailing.  A  throat  inflammation.  Daughter  Frances,  aged  9, 
also  appeared  listless.  The  several  other  children,  however,  were 
normally  cheerful  and  fuE  of  fun. 

The  parents  were  anxious.  They  knew  about  the  dread 
diphtheria.  They,  like  their  neighbors,  knew  it  was  a  dangerous, 
often  fatal,  disease.  But  nobody  knew  much  about  treating  it. 
A  tea-gargle  brewed  from  red  oak  bark  and  alum  was  the  com- 
mon remedy. 

By  Aug.  23,  Joseph  was  in  a  high  fever,  and  found  breath- 
ing difficult.  Next  day  he  died. 

By  this  time,  Frances  was  complaining  of  a  headache.  She 
had  a  slight  fever,  and  despite  the  hot  summer  was  subject 
to  chills.  Frances  died  on  Aug.  29. 

Within  a  week,  Lee,  a  toddler  just  a  little  more  than  three 
years  old,  was  stricken.  He  succumbed  to  the  dread  disease  on 
Sept.  8. 

Before  that  funeral  was  held,  six-year-old  Melissa  Ann  was 
ailing — the  same  symptoms,  the  same  malady.  She  died  three 
daj's  later. 

David,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  not  quite  two,  was 
stricken.  He  died  on  Sept.  13. 

Thus  a  feared  pestilence,  before  which  the  early  m_edical 
science  of  that  day  was  itself  helpless,  almost  destroyed  a  family 
within  the  space  of  three  weeks. 

Almost,  but  not  quite:  Mrs.  Mose  McKinney,  an  elder  daugh- 
ter of  the  Fulks,  was  to  undergo  the  sad  ordeal  in  her  own 
family  a  decade  or  more  later,  when  four  children  died  within 
a  two -weeks  period  .... 

The  grave  stones  of  the  Fulk  children  may  be  seen  today, 
standing  in  what  is  now  Whitakers  Chapel  Cemetery  in  Surry 


.disease  is  conquered. 


,  .  .five  graves  of  Fulk  children.  .  . 

County.  A  few  miles  distant,  in  a  private  burial  plot,  are  the 
graves  of  the  McKinney  children. 

James  McKinney,  one  cf  the  survivors  of  that  later  epidemic, 
and  J.  W.  Denny,  a  nephew  of  Bryson  Fulk,  can  relate  todaj'  the 

difficulties  and  grim  ordeals  of  —  — 

life  before  the  turn  of  the  cen- 
tury. And  what  their  parents 
told  them  about  the  hardships 
of  still  earlier  years  pieces  out 
the  pattern. 

The  "good  old  days"  were  j 
not  very  good  for  children  it  ap-  | 
pears.  .  ■  — ■ 


Malignant  disease  was  by 
no  means  the  only  rural  hard- 
ship. To  rest  a  livelihood  from 
the  land  called  for  long  hours  of 
hard  phj^sical  labor.  Clearing 
land — a  mere  breezy  chore  for 
the  modern  bulldozer — meant  in 
the  old  days  long  weeks  and 
months  of  arduous  labor  with 
axe  and  saw  and  grubbing  hot. 
Tilling  the  land  v/as  similarly 
hard' on  man  and  beast  alike. 

That  way  of  life  did  not 
involve  man's  labor  alone. 

Convincing  evidence  was  no 
doubt  to  be  found  on  most 
farms  of  the  truth  of  the  old 
saying,  "A  man's  work  is  from 
sun  to  sun,  but  woman's  work 
is  never  done."  Kitchen  drudg- 
eiy,  washing  drudgery,  the 
long  hours  of  tedious  work  with 
needle  and  thimble  and  thread 
to  clothe  the  faniilj^ — these  and  many  other  tasks  kept  the  aver- 
age housewife  busy  the  year  through. 

And  the  roads:  '"These  clay  hills  used  to  be  reailv  some- 
thing to  get  into  and  out  of  in  wet  weather,"  Mr.  Dennv  re- 
marked last  week. 

Long  and  bone-jolting  labor  to  clear  land,  long  hours  of  con- 
stant work  with  mule  and  plow  and  hoe  and  rake  to  till  it— 
and  what  about  the  yields  of  crops  the  land  returned? 

A  few  samples: 

Tobacco — maybe  500  pounds  to  the  acre. 
Corn — 10  to  25  bushels. 

Wheat — a  few  bushels  ....  ~ 

Besides  his  labor,  besides  his  daily  perplexities,  besides  his 
methods  of  traveling  to  and  fro  across  the  land,  Man  has  yet 
another  factor  in  his  life:  His  attitudes,  shaped  by  his  environ- 
ment and  the  buffeting  hy  all  his  problems.  j 

Pez-haps  it  is  in  this  later  sphere  that  older  memories,  reach-  ! 
back  into  the  past  with  nostalgic  fondness,  focus  wistfully  upon  i 
the  slow  pace  for  former  years.  Those  olden  days  seem  now  I 
leisurely  and  therefore  good.  i 

They  were  good.  Life  is  good,  or  no  species  would  have  i 
survived.  All  days  are  good.  But  were  the  "good  old  days" 
better  than  our  present  ones?  ' 

Disease  and  sickness  have  been  by  no  means  conquered,  ] 
but  most  of  the  plagues  have  been  brough  under  control — ^many 
virtually  exterminated.  Yellow  fever,  scarlet  fever,  typhoid, 
diphtheria,  smallpox — these  and  other  contagions  have  been  con- 
quered. 

The  work  of  farming  remains  a  man-size  job,  but  machinery 
and  electricity  have  lightened  the  load  to  a  phenomenal  e.x- 
tent,  and  have  shortened  the  man-hours  required  to  a  tenth  and 
e\'en  less. 

By  no  means  all  rural  homes  have  modern  conveniences,  but 
light  and  water  and  mechanical  installations  have  come  into  so 
many  millions  of  them  that  the  picture  has  been  radically 
changed.  | 
Rural  road  systems  have  been  developed.  1 
Modern  farming  know-how  has  boosted  crop  yields  tre-  j 
mendously.  ^ 
Rm-al  attitudes  have  changed.  i 
And  perhaps  this  is  most  significant  of  all:  Man's  outlook  i 
on  life  quickens  with  new  interest.  Great  changes  have  been 
made,  and  he  knows  it.  Greater  changes  are  in  store  for  him — 
he  sees  that  promise. 

More  and  more,  he  puts  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  along- 
side his  neighbor — ^to  bring  forth  more  quickly  the  "good  new 
and  brighter  days." 


Mrs,  Jess  (Brancd  Mrs.  Adds  Lawson 

Mrs.  Cfiiy  ^Demiy  Mrs.  Cby  Mannitig 

Mrs.  Curtis  (Dermy  Mrs.  ^66ie  <PfiUGps 

Mrs.  J.W.  Otrmyjr.  Mrs.  A^vm  ^^fufSr. 

Mrs.  WUBs  0ermy  Mrs.  CRarGe  Sfielton 

Mrs.  Lutd  TUncAum  Mrs,  QenefaCSfielton 

Mrs.  ^^TBncfmm  Mrs.  taCSfie&on 

Mrs.  Spencer  TBncliun  Mrs.  JfowanfQucfyr 

Mrs.3ac^7M  Mrs.  giCH^Utafyr 

Mrs.  <Bo6  Jewett  Mrs.  Oscar 'H^futa^ 


A 1999  Meeting  of  the  Vnited Metfio£st  'Women 


SVfMDA'y^SCHOOL 


Sunday  ScfiooCis  aadaBwojs  has  been  an  mt^mCpatt  qf  our  Heritage  cfworsHip. 
ItistAe  time  iGtring  tHeJormathfe  years  of  our  cfUGSnm  tliat  tfiey  are  tanglU  tRe  Basics 
of  returns  BeGefs  Vpontfns  Bask  acqmred^pewliedjge  our you^ 
upontBeirJmtB.  Mttonfji  is  Sunday  ScthoCJortBediiC^^ 
a  time  for  tBe  adu&s  to  come  togetHer  to  search  the  Scriptures fornew  and  deeper 
meanings  as  revealed  By  the  iBvine  spirit  witliin.  ^or-we  affreaGze  tBe  meaning  of  tfie 
Scriptures  is  revealed  to  us  as  we  Have  developed  and  grown  in  our  CBristianfaitfL 
Just  as  witA  tHe  twelve  apostles,  Jesus  reveaCtd^itmseff'andtBe  ^pigdom  plan  'Bit  By 
Bit'ast6eywerecapaBlerfunderstam&^  soitisvntBtfUWonC 

Sunday  ScHooCis  not  onCy  an  on-going  process  of  acquiring  andsBaring  ^iBGcaC 
^pfrnffiedgeButaCsoatimeoffoOlowsliipands^^  Tor  many  it  is  tfie  most 

vaGu^le  time  tBey  Save  for  tBetrudGtionaCworsBip  service.  In  tBeearfy  years  worship 
service  was  ^nawn  as  "tBepreacBing  service.  *  9ggardkss  of  the  teminolbgy  tBe  two 
Sunday  ScBooC and  worship  go  together  tofofftlTour  imBvidmCneeds  of  teaming  oBout 
^ot^,  ^powing  and  serving  JGrn. 
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DAVID  AND  THE  SLEEPING  KtN6 

Memory  Terse:  As  ye  vrould  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye 
also  to  them  lifeewise.  Luke  6:31. 
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David  and  the  Sleeping  King 
(I  Sar.1.  26) 

Bible  -perse:  "As  ye  would  that  men  should  do 
to  you,  do  ye  also  to  them  likewise."  (Luke  6:31.) 

DAJVID  -was  hiding  in  the  mountains.  He  saw- 
men  camping  in  the  valley  below  him.  They 
were  the  king  and  his  soldiers,  and  they  \vere 
looking  for  I>avid. 

When  it  was  night,  I>aTid,  with  one  of  his  men, 
crept  down  into  the  camp.  -The  soldiei-s  were 
asleep.  No  one  was  guarding  the  king,  who  lay 
sleeping,  too.  i)avjd's  man  said:  "The  king 
would  kill  you  if  he  could.  Now  let  me  strike  - 
him  as  lie  sleeps.  Then  you  -will  be  safe." 

"No,"  said  David.  "When  he  knows  I  have 
spared  him,  perhaps  lie  will  not  hate  me  so  much. 
TjCt  us  take  his  water  bottle  and  spear  that  stand 
beside  bim.  Then  he  -will  know  -we  have  been 
here." 

The  men  crept  away.  When  they  were  on  the 
ether  side  of  the  valley,  David  called  to  King 
Saul:  "See,  I  have  spared  your  life.  I  stood  by 
you  while  you  were  sleeping.  To  prove  it,  I  have 
your  water  bottle  and  your  spear.  Send  a  man 
for  them." 

The  king  was  ashamed  that  he  had  hated 
David.  He  -went  back  to  the  palace,  and  David 
went  on  into  the  mountains  to  live. 
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lypicai Sunday  School Jlttendance  Cardca,  1935 


LUla  Jones  <Demrf 


(Eva  <Fu[I^Cfnitm 


(Betty  (Denny 


Eva  Fulk,  Teacher 
1st:  Row: 

Lucy  Shelton  (Whitaker)  ,  LilMan  Gillispie  (Phillips)  , 
Troy  Phillips,  Jeanette  Gillispie  (Phillips) 

2nd  Row: 

Edith  Denny,  Ethelyne  Beasley,  Pansy  Adams,  James 
Phillips,  William  Gillispie,  Calvin  Owens 

3rd  Row: 

(Unknown),  Melvin  Chilton,  Ebbie  Phillips 


Ist  Row: 

Billy  Denny,  Betty  Cox,  Spencer  Flinchiam,  Glennie  Beasley,  Treva 
Adams        J  .  -, 

2nd  Row: 

Sliirley  Flinchum,  Elizabeth  Co2c>  J*  E.  Cox,  Rex  Flinchum,  J*  G- 
Beasley  ^ty 

3rd  Row 

Lois  Gox,  Helen  Denny,  Lola  Denny,  Connie  Denny, (holding  Joe  Denny) 
'  Li  1  lie  Adams  (holding  Baby    Adeons,  Doris  Adams,  Eloise  Phillips^ 
Essie  Phillips,  Virginia  Flinohum,  Mary  Lou  Hill  | 

4th  Row: 

Ernest  Opx,  Curtis  Denijy,  Bert  Flinchum,  Buel  Adams,  Lula  Flinchuia, 
Cora  Dodson»  Frank  Dodson.  <^ 


Holly  Whitaker ,  Teacher 

Billy  Whitaker,  in  cut  off  portion  -  2  pictures  snapped 

Children:  Mildred  Denny,  Betty  Chilton,  Paul  Phillips, 
Jimmie  Chilton,  J.  G.  Beasley,  Junior  Denny,  Rex  Flinchum  & 
3  unknown 


I 


L  to  R 

Eva  Fulk  holding    baby  Adams  ,   (baby  daughter  of  Buel  Adams) 

Elizabeth  Cox,    (daughter  of  Lois  &  Ernest  Cox)  holding 
Joe  Denny   (son  of  Connie  &  Lola  Denny) 

Uncle  Frank  &  Aunt  Cora  Dodson 
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Gravesite  of  Mrs.  Claude  E.  Jones 


Buried  Among  the 
iLaurel  and  the  Ivy 

feloved  Woman  Passes 
,     to  the  Great  Beyond 


r».  Claude  E.  Jones,  Beaatiful  Chris- 
tian Character,  Dies  at  Her  Home 
in  Liberty — Remains  Interred  at 
Whittakers,^  Near  Pilot  Mountain, 
Wednesday. 


One  of  the  saddest  funerals  the 
rtriter  ever  attended  was  at  a  little 
|)untry;  church,  three  miles  west  of 
"i'lot  Mountain,  known  as  Whittaker's 
lethodist  church,    Wednesday,  May 

i:h,  just  after  the  noon  hour. 
Friends  for  miles  around  had  gath- 
ed  to  pay  their  last  sad  respects  to 
le  memory  of  the  late  Mrs.  Claude 
j.  Jones,  who  had  lived  in  that  sec- 

t'  her  death  was  residing  in  Liberty. 
W  remains  were  accompanied  by  9. 

Pber  of  people  from  Liberty,  Mr. 
5.  Jones,  the  father  and  three 
Iren;  Mr  V  and  Mrs.  Frank  Peel, 
f  Ramseur,  Route  1;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
[urant  Pell,  of  Ramseur;  Mr.  and 
[rs.  W.  L.  Stamey,  of  High  Point; 
[r.  Blaine  Forkner,  of  Roanoke, 
a-,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Herrin,  of  Camp 
lustis,  Va.;  Dewey  A.  Herrin, 
iss  Sonia  Forkner  and  Miss  An- 
e  Denny,  of  Winston;  Miss  Elmer 
orknerj  of  Richmond,  Va.;  Mr.  and 
rs  Joneis.of  Pilot  Mountain;  Miss 
amie  Jones,  of  Mt.  Airy,  and  sev- 
til  others  whose  names  we  cannot 
jcall. 

The  funeral  party  was  met  at  the 
iation  at  Pilot  Mountain  by  a  large 
umber  of  friends  and  members  of 
le  family  of  the  deceased.  Here  the 
)umey  was  taken  up  to  the  little 
:hite  country  church,  where  the  re- 
tains "vyere  interred. 


It  was  12:30  o'clock  when  the  ser- 
vices began  and  at  this  time  the 
church  was  full  to  overflowing.  Scores 
of  beautiful  floral  designs  accompa- 
nied the  remains  but  as  many  more 
came  from  the  hills,  brought  by 
fi-iends  of  the  families  and  they  weM- 
just  as.  pretty  and  we  thought  far 
more  significant  because  they  were 
wild  nature's  own  offering..  Unlike 
the  beautiful  hot  house  flowers  they 
grew  out  in  God's  great  open,  protect- 
ed only  by  the  hillsides;  strong  and 
sturdy  like  the  good  people  of  their 
section  The  old  man,  the  young  girL 
the  aged  woman,  the  maiGeiJr  with  the 
blush  ot  health  uppn  her  cheeks,  all 
came  and  laid  their  pretty  wreaths 
of  flowers  upon  the  pulpit  stand  ana 
on  benches,  untU  all  the  available 
\  roam  around  the  pulpit  was  coverea 
I  with  sweet  scented  i*owers^  _ 

The  minister  of  the  de-] 
ceased.  Rev.  J.  W.  Combs,  accompa- 
nied the  remains  flroni  Liberty  ana 
preached  the  funeral.  He  had  Iraown 
Mrs  Jones  for  several :  .  rs  and  found 
in  her  a  beautiful  tyv of  Christian 
charatcer.  Mr.  C        ^^ad  from 

the  90th  Ps£^.m,  "I  am  the  Resurrec- 
tion and  the  *  ife,"  etc.,  and  from  tne 
loth    Chapter    of  Corinthi^s---tne 
great  resurrection  sermon  as  he 
to  call  it.   He  paid  a  beautiful  tribute 
to  the  deceased,  saying,  like  Mary 
she  was  a  consecrated  Christian,,  al-, 
ways  about  her  Master's  business  anO. 
always  seeking  more  of    the  -  Great 
Truth.    Apportion  of  the  14th  cnap- 
ter  of  St.  Mark  was  also  read  in  con- 
nection with  the  funeral.  The  preach- 
er asked  the  congregation  to  bear  with 
him  as  he  tried  to  tell  of  the  life  and 
death  of,  the  deceased,  whose  loss  he 
felt  as  keenly  as  the  family.   At  times ' 
he  would  break  down  and  could  go 
no  further  for  a  short  period,  his  emo 
tions  overwhelming  him.    "She  hat 
done  what  she  could,"  touchingly  d^ 
clared  thespeaker,  "and  I  am  sure  sh 
is  in  glory  today." 


When  he  referred  to  little  Dwight^ 
and  Glenn  Jones  and  the  infant,  Mar- 
tha Maude,  of  only  10  days,  who  with 
the  father  were  so  sorely  bereft, 
there  was  not  a  dry  eye  in  the  house; 
strong  men  and  sympathetic  womer 
broke  down  and  cried  and  the  whol< 
hous»  was  under  an  enjotional  spell. 

After  Mr.  Combs  closed,  he  aske< 
if  there  was  any  one  in  the  house  wh( 
wanted  to  say  a  word.  Mr.  Herberi 
Smith,  a  loyal  friend  to  the  family 
arose  and  between  sobs  and  teai'S 
paid  a  beautiful  tribute  to  the  gow 
woman  who  lay  cold  in  death  befo« 

Mrs.  Dr.  Flippin,  of  Pilot  Momi 
tain,  made  a  very  pretty  talk,  bui 
like  the  others  finished  with  difficulty 
She  had  known  the  deceased  for  yeari 
and  also  found  in  her  a  beautifu 
Christian  character. 

The  casket  was  then  opened  an* 
the  friends  and  family  looked  uponj 
the  remains.  It  was  a  heartbreaki'^-' 
scene  as  the  family  gathered  aro 
to  look  for  the  last  time  upon  th 
form  of  their  loved  one  in 
world. 


The  services  were  concluded  at  fh« 
grave,  using  the  Methodist  ritualisti* 
service.  The  floral  offerings  covere<d 
the  grave  completely  and  left  many  tc 
place  alongside  the  grave,  so  manj 
were  these  testimonials  of  esteetf. 
sent. 

The  deceased  was  bom  October  29. 
1893,  and  died  May  2,  1921.  She  joiw 
ed  the  Baptist  church  at  the  age  oi 
14  and  was  married  to  Mr.  C.  E 
Jones  in  1910,  after  which  she  joiner 
the  church  of  her  husband's  faith,  th< 
Methodist  Episcopal.  Three  childrei 
and  husband  survive,  besides  fathe 
onebrother  and  sister,  two  half  sis 
ters  and  one  half  brother,  besides  ne 
merous  relatives  to  mourn  their  \qs> 
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The  Reverend  Livengood  (left)  presents  a  check  for  $18,000  from  the  Duke  Endowment  to  church 
treasurer.  Spencer  Flinchum.  (Photo  provided) 


Whitaker's  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  Receives  $18,000  Duke 
Endowment  Grant  For  Construction 


PILOT  MTN.  —  Whitaker's 
Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
has  received  a  grant  of  $18,000 
from  the  Duke  Endowment  to  as- 
sist with  the  construction  of  a  fel- 
lowship hall. 

The  Reverend  Arthur  Livengood, 
church  pastor,  said,  "It  will  provide 
a  place  for  our  families  for  recre- 
ation and  church  activities.  It  will  be 
a  focal  point  of  the  life  of  this  con- 
gregation and,  we  hope,  for  others 
who  need  a  central  place  to  meet  and 
serve." 

Completion  of  this  project  was 
due  in  large  measure  to  the  out- 
standing leadership  of  our  pastor 
and  our  Building  Committee,  as 
well  as  the  generous  conu-ibutions 
of  our  congregation,  friends,  and 
the  Duke  Endowment  Fund. 

The  new  hall  contains  2,774 
square  feet  of  space  with  seating  for 
1 65  people.  Construction  was  com- 
pleted on  February  1 8  of  this  year. 
The  building  was  designed  to  adapt 
to  recreational  and  meeting  space 
and  will  replace  the  existing  fel- 


classrooms  in  the  future. 

Archi  tect  for  the  $  1 90,000 project 
is  Fred  Williams  of  Lexington,  NC, 
The  Rev.  Albert  F.  Fisher,  director  of 
the  Endowment's  Rural  Church  Di- 
vision said,  "We  congratulate 
Whitaker's  Chapel  United  Method- 
ist Church  for  its  vision,  energy,  and 
commitment.  The  Duke  Endowment 
supports  the  church's  efforts  to  ex- 
tend outreach  and  ministry,  and  we 
are  confident  that  their  new  fellow- 
ship hall  will  help  achieve  the  goal. 
The  Endowment's  trustees  recog- 
nize the  scope  of  the  project  and 
have  indicated  their  full  support,  with 


the  intention  to  provide  further  fund- 
ing." 

Founded  in  1 924  by  North  Caro- 
lina  industrialist  James  Buchanan 
Duke,  the  Duke  Endowment  is  one 
of  the  nation's  largest  private  foun- 
dations. Its  assets  total  over  $1 .4 
billion.  The  Endowment  provides 
assistance  to  not-for-profit  hospi- 
tal and  child-care  institutions  in 
North  and  South  Carolina;  to  rural 
United  Methodist  churches  and 
retired  ministers  in  North  Caro- 
lina; and  to  Davidson  College, 
Duke,  Furman,  and  Johnson  C. 
Smith  Universities. 


'Ma^  a  JoyfuC^foise  Vnto  tfie  LorcT 

Music  is  an  important  part  of  tfie  worsfiip  service  of  any  cfiurcfi. 

Congr^ationaC singing  provides  everyone  an  opportunity  to  unite  in 
praise  to  Qod.  As  Saint  (PauConce  said;  %  sing  is  to  pray  dbuBCy. " 

WeHcHosen  cfioir  numSers  and otHerspeciaC music  provide  unity  and 
preparationfor  tfie  sermon. 

Wfiita^'s  CfiapeCfias  Seen  6(essed6y  fiaving  volunteer  memSers  of 
tfie  cfiurcfi  to  feadtfie  music  program,  provide  tfie  cfioir  voices  and  tfie 
accompaniment. 

l^fiere  were  periods  in  our  fiistory  wfien  tfie  cfiurcfi  fiadno  cfioir.  (During 
tfie  (ate  19 50' s.  the  church  had  a  youth  choir  consisting  of  twenty  sio^ 
members.  The  transition  from  the  farm  to  city  employment,  deprived  the 
smafTruraC  church  of  many  younger  memSers. 

We  are  now  Bfessedwith  an  ad  voCunteer  adult  choir.  Our  practice  heCd 
each  'Wednesday  evening  provides  a  mid-wee^opportunityforfefJjowship, 
preparation  of  tfie  music  for  thefoOowing  Sunday  worship  service,  and  a 
time  for  prayer  for  the  sic^and  other  community  needs. 

'Serve  the  Lord  with  gfadness-Come  (Before  Jfis  (Presence  with  Singing. " 


No.  38.     §Uss$cil  |ijsii^uvanc<^* 

"  He  that  Jjelieveth  ou  me  liath  everlasting  life."— Joirs.  G :  47. 
FAsyr  J.  Ceosby.  •  liii-s.  Joseph  F.  Kitapp. 


1^ 


3: 


=1= 


1.  Blessed  as  -  sur-ance,  Je-sus  is     mine!     0,  what  a  fore-taste  of 

2.  Perfect  su1>mis  -  sion,  perfect  de  -  light.     Visions  of  rapt-urc  now 

3.  Perfect  sub-Hiis- sion,  all    is  at    rest,       I    in  mj'  Sa-viouram 


glo  -  ry  di  -  vine ! 
burst  ou  luy  sight, 
haj)  -  py  and  blest. 


\^  U"  — ^ 

Ileii"  of    sal  -  ra  -  tion,  purchase  of  God, 
Au  -  gels  de-sceud-ing,bringfroma  -  bov6 
^Vatchiug  and  Tvait  -  iug,  look-iug   a  -  bove, 


-U — 


Chorus. 


^^^^^ 


L>  -<?-■ 


Born  of  His  Spir  -  it,  wash'd  in  His  blood. 
Ech  -  oes  of  mer  -  cy,  ^Yhispers  of  love. 
Filled  ivith  His  goodness, lost  in  His  love. 


This  is  my  sto  -  ry. 


:t±:2: 
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this  is  my    song,  Praising  my  Sav-ionr  all  the  day   long;  This  is  niy 

:^  i  i??^'  O 
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sto -ry;  this  is  my   song,  Praising  my  Sav-iour  all  the  day  long. 

^  _j  N    ^  ^ 


40 
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No.  5.  I  §m\v  m\x0m  I  §inre  §^ml 


2  TevI.  1 :  12. 


El,  Xathax. 
Moderato. 


mm 


Jajies  McGra>-ahan. 

4^- 


1.  I  kno-w  not  wliy  God's  wondrous  grace  To  me  He  hath  made  kno^Ti, 

2.  I   know  not  how  this  sav  -  ing  faith  To   me   He   did  im-  part, 

3.  I  know  not  how  the  Spir  -  it  moves,  Convinc -ing   men  of  sin, 

4.  I   know  not  what  of  good   or    ill  May  he    re-served  for  me, 

5.  I  .  know  not  when  my  Lord  may  come,At  night  or  noon  -  day  fair. 


I   V  i  I  n\  r 


1 


r  r  r 

Nor  why — un-wor-thy — Christ  in  love  Ee-deemed  me  for  His  own. 
JTorhow     he  -  liev-ing   in   His  wordWroughtpeacewithinmyheart. 

E,e  -  veal  -  ing   Je  -  sus  through  the  word,  Cre-at  -  ing   faith  in  Him. 

Of  wea  -  ry  way .s  or  gold -en  days.  Be  -  fore  His  face  I  see. 
!N"or    if     I'll  walk  the  vale  v^th  Him,  Or  "meet  Him  in   the  air." 


 d 

1^  W— 


CnoRTJS 


But"I  kaowidiom  I  have  heliev-cd,And  am  persuaded  that  He  is  a-ble 


To   keep  that  wMohrvecom-mit-ted     un -to  Him     a -gainst  that  day." 
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Sometime  in  tfie  first  fiaCfoftfie  nineteentfi  century,  a  CocaC  cemetery  was  created  U) 
serve  the  needs  of  the  surrounding  community.  The  Hand  for  the  cemetery, 
approximauCy  an  acre  in  size,  was  dotuitedBy  a  member  of  tHe  WeBsterfamiCy  with  tfie 
stipuCation  that  as  Cong  as  space  was  availa&te  there  would  he  no  monetary  charge  for 
anyptot.  Over  time,  it  simply  Became  ^nown  as  the  "free  Burying  ground  "  A  review  of 
the  cemetery  survey  conducted  By  Mr.  ^Bert  Carter  during  the  summer  of 2001  and  the 
spring  of 2002,  reveals  the  oldest  inscriBed gravestone  in  the  cemetery  to  Be  that  of  an 
infant  daughter  of(Bryson  and^matme  Stone  'FuC^who  died  on  SeptemBer  15, 1847. 

(EarCy  in  the  twentieth  century,  a  church  was  estaBRshed on  property  a^^acent  to  the 
cemetery.  It  was  then  named  the  Qrassy  %jioB  Methodist  %piscopat  Church,  South, 
and  was  later  rermmedli^hita^er^s  ChapeC  United  Methodist  Church  in  honor  of  Mr. 
^iles  Whita^  one  of  the  founders  of  the  church.  This  church  was  to  play  an  ever 
increasir^  rote  in  the  care  of  the  cemetery.  OraC  tradition  tells  us  that  in  the  earCy  years 
of  the  cemetery,  the  men  of  the  community  woidd gather  once  each  year  to  clean  the 
cemetery  of  unwanted  growth,  and  it  is  fair  to  say  that  it  (Bdnot  have  the  groomed 
appearance  that  it  has  toddy. 

!Nb  origiiud  deed  conveying  the  cemetery  Cot  from  the  WeBsterfamify  has  yet  Been 
discovered,  however  the  search  continues  andrw  douBt  wUC  Be  found  at  a  Cater  date. 
In  the  ensuing  years  gifts  of  Cand  Bordering  the  originaC  cemetery  have  Been  made  to  the 
Trustees  ofWhita^'s  ChapeC  United  MethocGst  Church.  The  first  such  gift  was  made 
ByArmitta  TGnchum,  Henry  (Denny  and  wife  and  Luther  jCoCCand  and  wife  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  Qrassy  %jiow  Methodist  ^EpiscopaC  Church,  South,  later  Whita^r^s 
ChapeCU.M.  C  for  the  estaBSshment  of  a  church.  This  wasfoQbwedBy  Cand  donated 
By  the  heirs  of^JcSmith  in  1943,  a  dmation  By  Mrs.  (D.J.  (Denny,  Curtis  andJCeCen 
(Denny  in  1949.  a  donation  By  J.  MHlBs  (Denny  in  1950,  a  Cand  swap  transaction  too^ 
pCace  in  1957  Between  the  church  which  had  inherited  a  nearBy  Cot  and^Kero  (Bryant 
whose  CaruC  adjoined  the  church  proper,  and  in  1996  a  dbruLtion  of  Cand  Bordering  the 
cemetery  By  Mrs.  J£eCm  (Denny.  AlC  of  the  foregoing  Cand  transfers  were  made  to  the 
Trustees  ofWhita^rs  ChapeC  United  Methodist  Church. 


In  tfu  summer  of  2(X)1,  a  suTfvy  of  tlie  cemetery  xiMts  6egm  iMr.  ^6ert  Carter  amC 
otfiers  to  record  tiuinfbmationtGsplayed^m  (tins  survey  was 

compCeted  in  tfie  spring  of 2002.  Arecentsurpeycf  such  infmrmatwn  was  done  in  tfU 
julC of 2008  to  itK^u&intennentsrttade  in  tfU  intervening  ^oth  surveys  ate 

apperuEBd  to  tlOs  paper.  'li^ewisiitocoru:6idetfttssfwrtfnstory  of  tfw  cemetery  wi^ 
note  qfgnititude  to  tiie  memSers  of%i^lata^s  CfiapeCVniteifSKetfuMBst  CttufcR  who 
over  t/UyeafS  have  given  Mrnucii  of  timrtirne  and  talerits  to  ^ 
cfthe  cemetery  as  weffas  superS  manner  in  wfiich  the  appearance  qft6e  grounds  are 
maintained 


Whitaker's  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 

Whitaker's  Chapel  Rd,   Hwy  268,   2  m  W  of  Pilot  Mountain 

Surry  County,  NC 

Survey  of  cemetery  was  begun  in  summer  of  2001  and  completed  in  Spring  of  2002.  The 

Married  in  parentheses  DOB  DOD 

Name  Mo  Day  Yr     Mo  Day  Yr  Notes 


Adams , 

Emily  E  (Fulk) 

05 

07 

1874 

Adams , 

George  Wilson 

04 

18 

1895 

Adams , 

Lewis  T 

12 

12 

1862 

Adkins, 

James  M 

11 

12 

1798 

Adkins , 

Lurainy  V 

10 

13 

1796 

Albury, 

Jason  Christopher 

06 

11 

1983 

Allen, 

Ethel  (Chilton) 

11 

08 

1921 

Allen  Jr,   Ira  W 

02 

05 

1941 

Ayers , 

Russell  G 

12 

12 

1951 

Baker, 

Charlie  E 

10 

28 

1928 

Baker, 

Margie  I 

Private 

Baker, 

Wanda  Gail 

10 

15 

1960 

Beck,   Alvin  Willie 

08 

17 

1918 

Beck,  Annie 

02 

20 

1873 

Beck,   Claude  Lee 

07 

03 

1920 

Beck,  Esker 

01 

27 

1897 

Beck,   Ethel  0 

06 

25 

1906 

Beck,   Harvey  Lee 

09 

26 

1933 

Beck,    Infant  Son 

04 

01 

1957 

Beck,   John  Washington 

05 

22 

1905 

Beck,  John 

06 

22 

1869 

Beck,   Maggie  B 

04 

07 

1899 

Beck,   Paul  E 

09 

07 

1938 

Beck,   Roy  Lee 

private 

Beck,   Sandra  (O'Neal) 

10 

15 

1963 

Bennett,  Ada 

05 

18 

1891 

Bennett,    Bular  Mary 

01 

15 

1912 

Bennett,  Coby 

10 

05 

1923 

Bennett,  Dock 

02 

11 

1891 

Bobbitt,  Lizzie 

06 

01 

1903 

Bobbitt,  Royce 

02 

02 

1902 

Boyles, 

Emily  (Fulk) 

04 

20 

1841 

Boyles, 

Henry  Luther 

07 

14 

1883 

Boyles , 

James  W 

06 

03 

1856 

Branch, 

Jessie  Elmer 

06 

22 

1902 

Branch, 

Nora  Lee  (Cromer) 

03 

14 

1931 

Bryant, 

Annie  Mae  (Beck) 

06 

26 

1932 

Bryant , 

Arlyss  F 

01 

11 

1931 

Bryant, 

Cindy  (Easter) 

private 

Bryant , 

Clayton  Wayne 

1964 

Bryant , 

David  F 

09 

28 

1898 

Bryant, 

John  Wesley 

11 

16 

1867 

Bryant, 

Mary  Edna 

03 

15 

1876 

Bryant, 

Omer  Samuel 

private 

Bryant , 

Ronnie  Gray 

10 

09 

1956 

Bryant, 

Ruth  E 

private 

Bryant, 

Vena  H 

05 

31 

1905 

Bryant, 

Wade  William 

07 

30 

1943 

Bryant , 

William  Odell 

12 

07 

1926 

Burge,    Paul  D 

11 

14 

1908 

Campbell,   Charlie  W 

07 

27 

1874 

09  09  1896  w/o  Lewis  T  Adams 

05  06  1905  s/o  Lewis  T  Adams/Emily  Fulk 

06  02  1919  h/o  Emily  E.  Fulk 
06  19  1880  h/o  Lurainy  V. 

12   08   1878  w/o  James  M.  Adkins 

04  03  2000 

06  18   1944  w/o  Ira  W  Allen  Sr 

06  06  1962  s/o  Ira  Allen/Ethel  Chilton 

06  28  1952 

05  19  1984  h/o  Margie  Baker;m. 11-3-1948 

w/o  Charlie  Baker 

10  22  1960 

05  15  1998 

11  13  1922  w/o  John  Beck 

06  13  1996 

02  11  1933  h/o  Maggie  B.  Beck 

10  15  1968  w/o  John  Washington  Beck 

12  03  1975 

04  27   1957  Inf  s/o  Posie/Bertha  G  Beck 
04   14   1984  h/o  Ethel  0.  Beck 
12  31  1958  h/o  Annie  Beck 

07  24   1971  w/o  Esker  Beck 

12  10  1958  s/o  John  W  Beck/Ethel  Beck 
h/o  Sandra  O'Neal 

07  18   1993  w/o  Roy  Lee  Beck;m. 8-25-1989 

03  31  1927  w/o  Dock  Bennett 

11  11  1913  d/o  Dock  &  Ada  Bennett 

10  19  1923  s/o  Dock  &  Ada  Bennett 

08  12  1933  h/o  Ada  Bennett 

02  23  1936  w/o  Royce  Bobbitt 

12  13  1966  h/o  Lizzie  Bobbitt 

11  28  1887  w/o  James  Boyles 

04  13  1885  s/o  James  Boyles/Emily  Fulk 

12  02  1927  h/o  Emily  Fulk 

03  14   1978  h/o  Nora  Lee  Cromer 

02  24  1973  w/o  Jessie  Elmer  Branch 
08  28  1996  w/o  Omer  Samuel  Bryant 

08   13  1948  s/o  Daniel  F/Vena  H  Bryant 
w/o  Wade  William  Bryant 

1934 

01   01  1973  h/o  Vena  H.  Bryant 

04  15  1951  h/o  Mary  Edna  Bryant 
04   15  1932  w/o  John  Wesley  Bryant 

h/o  Annie  Mae  Beck 
10  28   1999  d/o  Omer  S.   Bryant/Annie  Beck 
w/o  Wade  Odell  Bryant 

03  10  1992  w/o  Daniel  F.  Bryant 
10  23  1997  h/o  Cindy  Easter 

10  26  1991  h/o  Ruth  E.  Bryant 

11  19  1908  s/o  E.   T.    &  J.   D.  Burge 

04  29  1928  h/o  Sarah  E.  Campbell 
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Campbell,    Infant  Daug 

04 

17 

1911 

04 

17 

1911 

Inf 

d/Charlie/Sarah  Campbell 

Campbell,    Sarah  E 

01 

13 

1879 

06 

02 

1919 

w/o 

Charlie  W.  Campbell 

Casstevens,    Ineze  B 

08 

09 

1909 

01 

08 

1989 

w/ o 

John  H.  Casstevens 

Casstevens,   John  H 

06 

20 

1904 

05 

25 

1989 

h/o 

Ineze  B.  Casstevens 

Chandler,   Charles  L 

09 

04 

1872 

11 

28 

1951 

h/o 

Jannie  A.  Chandler 

Chandler,  Eliza 

06 

20 

1872 

04 

18 

1911 

d/o 

Joseph  G/Sallie  Chandler 

Chandler,  Eliza 

08 

22 

1846 

12 

21 

1882 

w/ o 

Joseph  W.  Chandler 

Chandler,   Grover  Lee 

05 

10 

1907 

06 

21 

1908 

s/o 

John  Chandler/Laura  Heath 

Chandler,    Infant  Daug 

02 

22 

1905 

02 

22 

1905 

d/o 

Joseph  G/Sallie  Chandler 

Chandler,    James  Robert 

11 

09 

1915 

09 

02 

1934 

s/o 

John  Chandler/Laura  Heath 

Chandler,    Jannie  A 

05 

09 

1877 

05 

24 

1962 

w/ o 

Charles  L.  Chandler 

Chandler,    John  Preston 

07 

20 

1883 

06 

29 

1945 

h/o 

Laura  Heath 

Chandler,    Joseph  G 

11 

14 

1863 

06 

17 

1931 

h/o 

Sallie  E.  Chandler 

Chandler,   Joseph  W 

04 

09 

1825 

1885 

h/o 

Eliza  Chandler 

Chandler,   Laura  (Heath) 

04 

03 

1885 

11 

16 

1979 

w/ o 

John  Preston  Chandler 

Chandler,   Martha  Jane 

01 

15 

1864 

05 

10 

1938 

Chandler,   Mary  E 

04 

01 

1881 

04 

07 

1881 

Chandler,   Mary  Jane 

10 

02 

1923 

10 

02 

1923 

d/o 

John  Chandler/Laura  Heath 

Chandler,   Mary  L 

12 

08 

1881 

no  DOD 

Chandler,   Sallie  E 

07 

25 

1885 

04 

10 

1934 

w/ o 

Joseph  G.  Chandler 

Chandler,  Wilson 

05 

24 

1844 

11 

03 

1918 

Chilton,    Drue  G 

1895 

1928 

h/o 

Mary  Denny 

Chilton,   Ethel  N 

03 

06 

1931 

01 

10 

1954 

Chilton,    Infant  Son 

1919 

1919 

s/o 

Drue  Chilton/Mary  Denny 

Chilton,    Infant  Son 

1925 

1925 

s/o 

Drue  Chilton/Mary  Denny 

Chilton,   Mary  (Denny) 

04 

22 

1900 

08 

09 

1990 

w/ o 

Drue  G.  Chilton 

Coins,    Delia  M 

private 

w/o 

Edward  L.  Coins 

Coins,   Edward  L 

private 

h/o 

Delia  M.  Coins 

Collins,    Dennis  Ray 

1969 

1992 

iron  stake 

Covington,   Robert  James 

07 

19 

1922 

02 

19 

1999 

h/o 

Ruby  Chilton 

Covington,    Ruby  (Chilton) 

07 

23 

1928 

04 

01 

1998 

w/ o 

Robert  James  Covington 

Cox,    Betty  (Hester) 

12 

18 

1915 

01 

10 

1916 

d/o 

John  Edd  Cox/Lizy  Heath 

Cox,   Carrie  F 

1861 

1932 

w/ o 

Eli  Cox 

Cox,  Eliza 

1854 

1918 

h/o 

Carrie  F.  Cox 

Cox,  Ernest 

02 

07 

1914 

12 

03 

1986 

h/o 

Lois  Bryant 

Cox,   Ida  Collins) 

03 

27 

1895 

08 

21 

1971 

w/ o 

Joseph  Claud  Cox 

Cox,    Infant  Son 

1907 

1907 

s/o 

John  Edd  Cox  &  Lizy  Heath 

Cox,    Jesse  James 

03 

24 

1950 

06 

01 

1978 

f/o 

Roy  James  Cox 

Cox,    John  Edd 

1885 

1949 

h/o 

Lizy  Heath 

Cox,   John  Harvey 

02 

07 

1911 

02 

08 

2001 

h/o 

Ocie  L.  Cox 

Cox,    Joseph  Claud 

11 

05 

1902 

05 

07 

1930 

h/o  Ida  Collins 

~--              T-I.  .          /TT      J_'L_\ 

Cox,    Lizy  (Heath) 

1888 

1943 

w/o 

John  Edd  Cox 

Cox,    Lois  (Bryant) 

06 

05 

1915 

07 

20 

1957 

w/o 

Ernest  Cox 

Cox,   Ocie  L 

private 

w/o 

John  Harvey  Cox 

Cox,   Roy  James 

05 

24 

1917 

01 

12 

1978 

s/o 

Jesse  Cox/Cpl-USArmy  WWII 

Cox,   Willie  L 

02 

29 

1924 

10 

07 

1966 

s/o 

Ernest  Cox  &  Lois  Bryant 

Criscoe,   Mary  E  (Fulk) 

02 

17 

1890 

10 

25 

1918 

w/o 

Edward  Criscoe 

Cunningham,   Lula  Mae 

1915 

1944 

Denny,   Alice  J 

03 

15 

1891 

09 

09 

1894 

d/o 

David  J/Rebecca  Ann  Denny 

Denny,  Betsy 

02 

1838 

07 

1925 

Denny,   Betty  (Dodson) 

09 

09 

1899 

07 

27 

1993 

w/ o 

John  Willis  Denny 

Denny,   Chester  Elmer 

07 

30 

1898 

01 

01 

1906 

s/o 

David  Denny/Delila  Canter 

Denny,   Chester  Lee 

1907 

1984 

s/o 

William  Denny/Mary  E  Webb 

Denny,   Cora  (Sechriest) 

05 

08 

1898 

06 

13 

1984 

w/o 

John  Robert  Denny 

Denny,   Curtis  H 

01 

07 

1917 

05 

10 

1995 

h/o 

Helen  S.  Denny 

Denny,    David  J 

11 

30 

1861 

03 

06 

1948 

h/o 

(2) 

(1)   Rebecca  Denny  & 
Delila  Canter 

• 

Denny,   Delila  (Canter) 

05 

22 

1878 

0  9 

Z  0 

1959 

2nd 

w/o  David  J.  Denny 

Denny,    Donna  Lynn 

01 

29 

1960 

1960 

d/o 

Curtis  H/Helen  S.  Denny 

Denny,   E  Yancy 

12 

18 

1871 

09 

10 

1956 

h/o 

Ellen  L.  Denny 
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Denny, 

Ellen  L 

06 

11 

1874 

Denny, 

Franklin  D 

02 

21 

1935 

Denny, 

Gordon 

05 

27 

1880 

Denny, 

Helen  S 

private 

Denny, 

Infant  Daugh 

09 

19 

1932 

Denny, 

Infant  Son 

08 

01 

1918 

Denny, 

Infant  Son 

10 

11 

1933 

Denny, 

Infants 

Denny, 

John  Robert 

01 

14 

1898 

Denny, 

John  Willis 

10 

27 

1887 

Denny, 

Kenneth  Jones 

10 

14 

1910 

Denny, 

Lilla  (Jones) 

12 

01 

1884 

Denny, 

Martha  E 

07 

01 

1882 

Denny, 

Marthy  A 

10 

07 

1833 

Denny, 

Mary  Ellen  (Webb) 

01 

29 

1876 

Denny, 

Mary  L 

10 

12 

1896 

Denny, 

Minnie  E 

04 

21 

1894 

Denny, 

Rebecca  Ann 

12 

30 

1865 

Denny, 

Seymore  Fern 

11 

01 

1908 

Denny, 

Squire  T 

12 

01 

1879 

Denny, 

William  M 

05 

08 

1875 

Dodson, 

Carleton  B 

06 

15 

1903 

Dodson, 

John  Edd 

04 

06 

1866 

Dodson, 

Mazie  C 

01 

21 

1909 

Dodson, 

Ray 

02 

09 

1902 

Dodson, 

Sarah  (Stamey) 

09 

14 

1871 

Duchek, 

James 

private 

Duchek, 

Mae  Roxie 

08 

24 

1924 

Flinchum,   Amanda  (Fulk) 

07 

11 

1858 

Flinchum,  Amitta 

01 

02 

1834 

Flinchum,   Doris  E 

1921 

Flinchum,    Infant  Son 

08 

26 

1925 

Flinchum,    James  H 

10 

20 

1860 

Flinchum,    Letha  E 

04 

12 

1864 

Flinchum,    Robert  A 

1893 

Flinchum,   Sarah  A 

07 

29 

1838 

Flinchum,   Sayde  (Jones) 

02 

13 

1895 

Flinchum,  William 

12 

13 

1840 

Flinchum,  William 

09 

12 

1932 

Flinchum,   Winnie  B 

1898 

Flinchum  Sr,   Allen  Jones 

10 

07 

1905 

Fulk, 

Ada  A 

09 

06 

1892 

Fulk, 

Archie 

09 

02 

1896 

Fulk, 

Augusta  J  (Stone) 

10 

17 

1860 

Fulk, 

Bryson 

04 

15 

1824 

Fulk, 

Carleton  E 

private 

Fulk, 

David  E 

12 

27 

1860 

Fulk, 

David  L 

09 

04 

1907 

Fulk, 

David  S 

07 

15 

1871 

Fulk, 

Elah  B 

09 

15 

1918 

Fulk, 

Elizabeth  (Stone) 

05 

11 

1881 

Fulk, 

Ella  (Barnes) 

09 

07 

1881 

Fulk, 

Emaline  J  (Stone) 

07 

02 

1826 

Fulk, 

Emma  J 

08 

27 

1893 

Fulk, 

Frances  C 

12 

03 

1852 

Fulk, 

George  A 

03 

25 

1910 

Fulk, 

Giles  Wesley 

08 

13 

1928 

12 

15 

1948 

w/o 

E.   Yancy  Denny 

03 

29 

1975 

Sp3, 

US  Army-Korea 

08 

29 

1967 

h/o 

Lilla  Jones 

w/ o 

Curtis  H.  Denny 

09 

19 

1932 

d/o 

John  W  Denny/Betty  Dodson 

08 

01 

1918 

s/o 

John  W  Denny/Betty  Dodson 

10 

11 

1933 

s/o 

John  W  Denny/Betty  Dodson 

Infs 

of  E.Y.    &  Ellen  Denny 

04 

23 

1991 

h/o 

Cora  Sechriest 

02 

18 

1976 

h/o 

Betty  Dodson 

08 

13 

1986 

blank  stone  next  to  grave 

09 

27 

1975 

w/ o 

Gordon  Denny 

05 

27 

1903 

04 

04 

1914 

02 

22 

1962 

w/ o 

William  M.  Denny 

08 

13 

1897 

11 

21 

1894 

02 

10 

1896 

1st 

w/o  David  J.  Denny 

10 

29 

1998 

s/o 

David  Denny/Delila  Canter 

05 

12 

1901 

01 

08 

1914 

h/o 

Mary  Ellen  Webb 

05 

06 

1965 

h/o 

Mazie  C.  Dodson 

02 

10 

1931 

h/o 

Sarah  Stamey 

03 

02 

2000 

w/ o 

Carl  B.  Dodson 

07 

20 

1989 

08 

06 

1921 

w/o 

John  Edd  Dodson 

h/o 

Mae  Roxie  Duchek 

01 

05 

1995 

w/ o 

James  Duchek 

10 

12 

1939 

w/ o 

James  H.  Flinchum 

02 

10 

1920 

w/o 

William  Flinchum 

1962 

d/o 

Robert  A/Winnie  Flinchum 

08 

26 

1925 

s/o 

F.   R.    &  Minnie  Flinchum 

01 

16 

1916 

h/o 

Amanda  Fulk 

02 

01 

1923 

d/o 

William  &  Amitta  Flinchum 

1979 

h/o 

Winnie  B.  Flinchum 

02 

14 

1922 

w/ o 

J.   W.   R.  Flinchum 

07 

01 

1989 

w/o 

Allen  Jones   Flinchum,  Sr 

08 

07 

1916 

10 

30 

1880 

h/o 

Amitta  Flinchum 

1958 

w/ o 

Robert  A.  Flinchum 

11 

11 

1976 

h/o 

Sadye  Jones 

07 

23 

1933 

12 

29 

1896 

s/o 

S.   W.   Fulk  &  Drucilla 

05 

27 

1936 

w/o 

Martain  A.  Fulk 

11 

01 

1904 

h/o 

Emaline  Stone 

h/o 

Elah  B. ,   m.  7-9-1937 

09 

13 

1862 

s/o 

Bryson  Fulk/Emaline  Stone 

03 

13 

1995 

h/o 

Mary  J.  Stone 

09 

20 

1887 

s/o 

Wilson  Fulk/Mary  Flippin 

01 

12 

2002 

w/ o 

Carleton  Fulk;  m. 7-9-1937 

05 

11 

1912 

w/o 

Joel  Edgar  Fulk 

03 

23 

1973 

w/ o 

Sidney  H.  Fulk 

01 

24 

1903 

w/ o 

Bryson  Fulk 

08 

27 

1893 

d/o 

Nathaniel  J.    Fulk  & 

Martha  Taylor 

08 

29 

1862 

d/o 

Bryson  Fulk/Emaline  Stone 

died  of  diptheria 

01 

22 

2000 

h/o 

Ruby  J.  Fulk 

01 

13 

1929 

s/o 

John  Wesley  Fulk/Nora 

Ella  Whitaker 
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Fulk, 

Howard  Lee  ' 

1915 

1932 

s/o 

John  Wesley  Fulk/Nora 

Ella 

Whitaker 

Fulk, 

Hulda  J  (McCee) 

07 

28 

1876 

05 

03 

1915 

w/ o 

Simon  Henderson  Fulk 

Fulk, 

Infant  Daug 

05 

13 

1903 

05 

13 

1903 

d/o 

Joel  Fulk/Elizabeth  Stone 

Fulk, 

Infant  Daug 

05 

02 

1915 

05 

02 

1915 

d/o 

Simon  H.   Fulk/Hulda  McCee 

Fulk, 

Infant  Daug 

09 

15 

1847 

09 

15 

1847 

d/o 

Bryson  Fulk/Emaline  Stone 

Fulk, 

Infant  Son 

08 

?? 

1858 

04 

?? 

1859 

s/o 

Joel  Fulk/Emaline  Stone 

Fulk, 

Infant  Son 

05 

02 

1915 

05 

02 

1915 

s/o 

Simon  H.   Fulk/Hulda  McGee 

Fulk, 

Infant  Son 

s/o 

King  S  Fulk/Lamecie 

Fulk, 

J.  E. 

07 

?? 

1890 

11 

22 

1909 

Fulk, 

Joel  Ed 

05 

07 

1881 

11 

14 

1940 

h/o 

Bettie  Stone 

Fulk, 

Joel 

12 

15 

1820 

05 

23 

1895 

h/o 

Mary  Polly  Stone 

Fulk, 

John  Wesley 

06 

30 

1878 

02 

03 

1952 

h/o 

Nora  Ella  Whitaker 

Fulk, 

Joseph  W 

10 

25 

1850 

08 

24 

1862 

s/o 

Bryson  Fulk 

Fulk, 

King  S 

1880 

1935 

h/o 

Lamecie  F.  Fulk 

Fulk, 

Lamecie  F 

1885 

1917 

w/o 

King  S.  Fulk 

Fulk, 

Lee  M 

02 

02 

1859 

09 

09 

1862 

d/o 

Bryson  Fulk/Emaline  Stone 

died  of  diptheria 

Fulk, 

Lee  M 

12 

02 

1901 

09 

06 

1902 

s/o 

Bryson  Fulk 

Fulk, 

Lillie  E 

12 

18 

1894 

08 

28 

1958 

w/o 

Andrew  Hales? 

Fulk, 

Luther  J 

06 

30 

1892 

06 

30 

1892 

s/o 

Nathaniel  J.   Fulk  & 

Martha  Ann  Taylor 

Fulk, 

Martain  A 

08 

29 

1861 

12 

16 

1936 

h/o 

Augusta  J.  Stone 

Fulk, 

Martha  Ann  (Taylor) 

09 

27 

1857 

04 

27 

1938 

w/ o 

Nathaniel  J.  Fulk 

Fulk, 

Mary  J.  (Stone) 

09 

23 

1905 

w/ o 

David  L.   Fulk   (no  dates) 

Fulk, 

Mary  Polly  (Stone) 

08 

14 

1820 

12 

20 

1901 

w/ o 

Joel  Fulk 

Fulk, 

MaryAnn  Taylor (Flippin) 11 

24 

1834 

07 

22 

1926 

w/o 

Wilson  Fulk 

Fulk, 

Melissa  Ann 

09 

01 

1856 

09 

11 

1862 

d/o 

Bryson  Fulk/Emaline  Stone 

died  of  diptheria 

Fulk, 

Nathaniel  J 

10 

05 

1854 

07 

22 

1924 

h/o 

Martha  Ann  Taylor 

Fulk, 

Nora  Ella  (Whitaker) 

11 

08 

1882 

01 

05 

1965 

w/o 

John  Wesley  Fulk 

Fulk, 

Raymond  U 

05 

16 

1900 

12 

15 

1900 

s/o 

Joel  Fulk/Elizabeth  Stone 

Fulk, 

Ruby  J 

06 

13 

1909 

w/ o 

George  A.  Fulk 

Fulk, 

Sidney  Henderson 

11 

02 

1868 

10 

26 

1947 

h/o 

Ella  Barnes 

Fulk, 

Sguire  W 

06 

10 

1879 

02 

02 

1881 

Fulk, 

Wesley  A 

1852 

09 

?  ? 

1864 

s/o 

Joel  Fulk/MaryPolly  Stone 

Fulk, 

Wilson 

10 

06 

1826 

08 

21 

1896 

h/o 

Mary  Ann  Taylor  Flippin 

Fulk, 

Wilson 

07 

?  ? 

1858 

04 

?  ? 

1859 

s/o 

Joel  Fulk/Mary  Stone 

Coins , 

Ellen  Marie 

05 

18 

1929 

02 

21 

1993 

d/o 

John  Abe  Coins  Sr. 

Coins , 

Martha  Ellen 

07 

13 

1884 

05 

15 

1944 

w/ o 

John  Abe  Coins  Sr. 

Coins 

Sr,    John  Abe 

02 

27 

1883 

01 

10 

1947 

h/o 

Martha  Ellen  Coins 

Hall, 

Richard  F 

private 

h/o 

Thelma  M.  Hall 

Hall, 

Thelma  M 

private 

w/o 

Richard  F.  Hall 

Heath, 

Infant  Daug 

08 

27 

1896 

08 

19 

1897 

d/o 

J.   H.   Heath/L.   J.  Heath 

Heath, 

Infant  Daug 

04 

09 

1900 

04 

09 

1900 

d/o 

J.   H.   Heath/L.   J.  Heath 

Heath, 

Johnnie  Lee 

1951 

1951 

Hill, 

R.   W.  "Jack" 

11 

02 

1925 

03 

02 

1994 

h/o 

Virginia  F.  Hill 

Hill, 

Virginia  F 

private 

w/o 

R.   W.    "Jack"  Hill 

Holland,  Paul 

05 

10 

1911 

12 

28 

1994 

Hunt, 

Ada  (Whitaker) 

03 

10 

1879 

10 

06 

1904 

w/ o 

J.E.   Hunt/d/o  Giles 

Whitaker  &  Lucy  Adkins 

Hunt, 

Lucy  (Ashburn) 

10 

02 

1881 

03 

05 

1968 

w/ o 

W.   Sam  Hunt 

Hunt, 

W.  Sam 

05 

12 

1882 

06 

03 

1908 

h/o 

Lucy  Ashburn 

Johnson,  Eliza 

04 

05 

1816 

07 

08 

1902 

w/ o 

Henry  Johnson 

Jones , 

Claude  E 

03 

20 

1888 

06 

04 

1962 

h/o 
(2) 

(1) Maude  Pell  & 
Flora  Fogleman 

Jones , 

Flora  (Fogleman) 

12 

19 

1894 

09 

27 

1986 

2nd 

w/o  Claude  E.  Jones 

Jones , 

Hester  W 

01 

20 

1866 

07 

10 

1932 

w/ o 

Joseph  F.  Jones 

Jones , 

Joseph  F 

11 

26 

1860 

04 

10 

1931 

h/o 

Hester  W.  Jones 

Jones , 

Maude  (Pell) 

10 

29 

1893 

05 

02 

1921 

1st 

w/o  Claude  E.  Jones 

http://www.genealogy.mountainscapexon^^surrycousins/Churches_&_Cemeteries/Whitake...  5/22/2005 


Tn-rH;=in     M^rv  (Webster) 

09 

23 

1868 

02 

05 

1949 

w/o 

James  Robert  Jordan 

Key,    Caleb  A 

01 

23 

1871 

05 

02 

1945 

h/o 

Virginia  F.   Key  (Fulk??) 

01 

15 

1896 

10 

16 

1956 

w/ o 

Robert  William  Key 

Kf^\/     Rnbprt  William 

12 

10 

1895 

05 

15 

1956 

h/o 

Cora  Flinchum 

rvo  y  f     vx-Lyxiij-ca.  j. 

11 

26 

1875 

01 

19 

1948 

w/o 

Caleb  A.  Key 

T  awQon      Mn  1  t  Rf^v 

J_J  Cl  W  O      i  i  /       Li"^-!--!-  LXdJ^ 

04 

12 

1929 

01 

14 

1982 

h/o 

Polly  Ann  Lawson 

T.^^wsnn      Pollv  Ann 

private 

w/ o 

Moir  Ray  Lawson 

M^Tinn      Anst'in  TiGG 

J.  J  Cl  J_  _l_  \J  ■*■■'■/               '-^  ^ —             —  ^ — 

04 

12 

1992 

04 

12 

1992 

Midkif f ,   James  E 

01 

10 

1923 

03 

20 

1923 

s/o 

W.   E.    &  Pearl  Midkiff 

Mnc5pr     Ethel  (Nelson) 

private 

w/o 

Willie  E.  Moser 

Mo«=!p*T      Wi  1  1  1  P  E 

o      J-  ^  J — I — 1 — L  J— 1 

02 

27 

1927 

08 

24 

1987 

h/o 

Ethel  Nelson 

Moss,   Josephine  (Wagner) 

07 

21 

1918 

04 

01 

1988 

Hobert  Myer s ;m. 1 1-2 0-1 94 5 

Myers,    Fleta  (Bryant) 

private 

w/o 

Myers,   Hobert  Lee 

n  4 

1  Q1  5 

X  -7  -L  ^ 

01 

02 

1991 

h/o 

Fleta  Bryant;m. 11-20-1945 

Mver^;     Vena  Darlene 

\J  --J 

2  9 

1956 

01 

19 

1999 

d/o 

Hobert  Myers/Fleta  Bryant 

Nations     Michael  Rav 

03 

12 

1952 

04 

19 

1997 

Kiiil  qnn     Rnbv  flnrnan) 

07 

24 

1930 

09 

23 

1970 

N "i  vnn      TL;^n"r^  F" 

L N  _l_  x\  v»y  ■»■  J.  /  -•— '  ^— i  I— A  J-  (—i  i- 

12 

31 

1880 

09 

06 

1946 

w/ o 

Walter  A.  Nixon 

Ni  yon      TiiiPv  iT 

LN  -1_  A  W 11/        -1—1  t-J-  V- '  ^  ' 

04 

30 

1863 

06 

08 

1928 

w/o 

W.   E.  Nixon 

Nixon  Ppairl 

04 

12 

1920 

12 

14 

1922 

d/o 

Walter  A/Laura  F.  Nixon 

Nixon ,   W .   E . 

02 

04 

1872 

11 

19 

1922 

h/o 

Lucy  J.  Nixon 

Nixon,   Walter  A 

11 

29 

1878 

09 

10 

1963 

h/o 

Laura  F.  Nixon 

Nunn,  Bessie 

1897 

1950 

m/ o 

Magalene  Nunn 

Nunn,  Magalene 

1921 

1937 

d/o 

Bessie  Nunn 

PppIp     Minnie  (Dennv) 

11 

?? 

1906 

12 

?  ? 

1938 

w/ o 

Luther  Peele 

Pratt      Charlie  David 

10 

26 

1885 

06 

01 

1971 

h/o 

Lizzie  Mae  Pratt 

06 

01 

1916 

06 

01 

1916 

d/o 

Charlie  David/Lizzie 

Pratt;   twin  to  June 

Pratt,  June 

06 

01 

1916 

06 

01 

1916 

s/o 

Charlie  David/Lizzie 

Pratt;   twin  to  Julius 

Pratt,   Lizzie  Mae 

'  01 

07 

1884 

04 

07 

1968 

w/o 

Charlie  David  Pratt 

Redition,   Lillie  L  (Cox) 

07 

01 

1919 

07 

07 

1995 

Scott,    Dorothy  B 

private 

w/ o 

Jackie  W.  Scott 

Scott,   Jackie  W 

11 

03 

1929 

01 

03 

1999 

h/o 

Dorothy  B.  Scott 

Sechriest,  Adeson 

03 

22 

1849 

07 

24 

1910 

h/o 

Martha  Adeline  Sechriest 

Sechriest,   Martha  Adeline 

07 

08 

1849 

12 

10 

1926 

w/ o 

Adeson  Sechriest 

Seitz,   George  J 

06 

04 

1901 

05 

09 

1991 

h/o 

Rose  M.  Seitz 

Seitz,    Rose  M 

05 

05 

1901 

09 

25 

1989 

w/ o 

George  J.  Seitz 

Shelton,   Ada  (Willard) 

1902 

1995 

w/o 

Charles  B.  Shelton 

Shelton,   Charles  B 

1896 

1976 

h/o 

Ada  Willard 

Shelton,   Daisy  W 

04 

01 

1904 

05 

09 

1988 

w/ o 

General  H.  Shelton 

Shelton,   Eugene  Burton 

10 

01 

1921 

04 

12 

1931 

s/o 
Ada 

Charles  B.   Shelton  & 
Willard 

Shelton,   General  H 

11 

24 

1894 

03 

09 

1963 

h/o 

Daisy  W.  Shelton 

Shelton,  Henry 

05 

01 

1870 

04 

03 

1962 

h/o 

Mollie  L.  Shelton 

Shelton,    Herbert  G 

1928 

1987 

Shelton,   Mamie  L 

private 

w/o 

Robert  Henry  Shelton 

Shelton,   Mollie  L 

01 

22 

1872 

05 

16 

1939 

w/ o 

Henry  Shelton 

Shelton,   Robert  Henry 

03 

08 

1925 

09 

18 

1984 

h/o 

Mamie  L.   Shelton;  s/o 

General  H.    &  Daisy  W.  Shelton 

Smith  Sr,  William  Ernest 

05 

30 

1901 

03 

11 

1987 

Mason 

Sprinkle,   Clyde  R 

09 

12 

1917 

03 

16 

1940 

s/o 

James  H/Nannie  E  Sprinkle 

Sprinkle,    Ila  (Bryant) 

01 

07 

1918 

03 

14 

1988 

w/o 

Leonard  Glenn  Sprinkle 

Sprinkle,    James  H 

12 

25 

1880 

07 

01 

1955 

h/o 

Nannie  E.  Sprinkle 

Sprinkle,   Marie  B 

private 

w/ o 

Leonard  R.  Sprinkle 

Sprinkle,   Nannie  E 

11 

05 

1882 

02 

21 

1949 

w/o 

James  H.  Sprinkle 

Stewart,  Bessie 

03 

01 

1896 

04 

05 

1896 

d/o 

General  Jackson  & 

Virginia  Etta  Stewart 

Stewart,   Cumie  Ola 

03 

23 

1904 

05 

28 

1905 

d/o 

General  Jackson  & 

Virginia  Etta  Stewart 
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Stewart,   General  Jackson 

12 

06 

1868 

01 

11 

1938 

h/o 

Virginia  Etta  Stewart 

Stewart,    Geneva  (Bryant) 

private 

w/ o 

Walter  Raleigh  Stewart; 

m.  11-2-1940 

Stewart,    Infant  Daug 

05 

03 

1912 

05 

12 

1912 

d/o 

General  Jackson  & 

Virginia  Etta  Stewart 

Stewart,    Infant  Daug 

04 

05 

1899 

04 

05 

1899 

d/o 

General  Jackson  & 

Virginia  Etta  Stewart 

Stewart,   Virginia  Etta 

02 

28 

1878 

06 

20 

1962 

w/ o 

General  Jackson  Stewart 

Stewart,   Walter  Raleigh 

05 

28 

1920 

12 

08 

1995 

h/o 

Geneva  Bryant; 

m.  11-2-1940 

Thomas,   Harry  James 

private 

h/o 

Sue  Covington 

Thomas,    Sue  (Covington) 

09 

28 

1953 

09 

22 

1999 

w/ o 

Harry  James  Thomas 

Wagner,   Bobby  G 

12 

28 

1933 

05 

08 

1996 

s  /o 

Roba  A. /Eveline  S.  Wagner 

Wagner,   Brady  Martin 

08 

12 

1895 

04 

03 

1960 

h/o 

Lora  Cox 

Wagner,   Eveline  S 

private 

w/ o 

Roba  A  Wagner 

Wagner,   Grady  M 

03 

11 

1940 

04 

09 

1992 

h/o 

Wanda  Holyfield 

Wagner,   Lora  (Cox) 

04 

21 

1895 

01 

07 

1985 

w/o 

Brady  Martin  Wagner 

Wagner,  Margie 

1914 

1957 

d/o 

B.   M.  Wagner/Lora  Wagner 

Wagner,   Roba  A 

08 

20 

1916 

03 

16 

1995 

h/o 

Eveline  S.  Wagner 

Wagner,   Wanda  (Holyfield) 

private 

w/ o 

Grady  M.  Wagner 

Warde,    Gerald  A 

08 

14 

1921 

10 

28 

1996 

h/o 

Phyllis  B.  Warde 

Warde,    Phyllis  B 

02 

13 

1923 

07 

06 

1999 

w/ o 

Gerald  A.  Warde 

Webster,   C.  J. 

08 

07 

1845 

08 

23 

1916 

h/o 

Sallie  C.  Webster 

Webster,  Elizabeth 

01 

22 

1874 

08 

20 

1974 

w/ o 

Samuel  Webster 

Webster,    Sallie  C 

07 

29 

1844 

07 

29 

1904 

w/o 

C.   J.  Webster 

Webster,  Samuel 

03 

20 

1873 

02 

25 

1903 

h/o 

Elizabeth  Webster 

Webster,   Totten  H 

08 

10 

1937 

Pvt 

, 119thlnf .30th  Div.WW  I 

Whitaker,   Aaron  Dee  Madison 

12 

07 

1864 

12 

14 

1891 

h/o 

Alice  Samantha  Boyles 

Whitaker,  Aaron 

02 

02 

1841 

01 

16 

1877 

h/o 

Melissa  A.  Stone 

Whitaker,    Doctor  J 

05 

25 

1866 

07 

28 

1871 

s/o 

Aaron  Whitaker  & 

Melissa  A.  Stone 

Whitaker,  Giles 

04 

04 

1843 

04 

06 

1920 

h/o 

Lucy  Adkins 

Whitaker,   Gilmer  S 

09 

21 

1922 

h/o 

Lucy  Leigh  Shelton 

Whitaker,   Lucy  A  (Boyles) 

w/ o 

William  Franklin  Whitaker 

Whitaker,   Lucy  C  (Adkins) 

05 

15 

1838 

04 

13 

1906 

2nd 

w/o  Giles  Whitaker 

Whitaker,   Lucy  Leigh ( Shelton 

)  07 

13 

1928 

07 

29 

1999 

w/ o 

Gilmer  S  Whitaker 

Whitaker,    M.  A. 

12 

26 

1828 

10 

31 

1891 

w/ o 

Aaron  Whitaker 

Whitaker,   Mary  A  (Hunt) 

02 

24 

1869 

10 

17 

1905 

1st 

w/o  Giles  Whitaker 

Whitaker,   Mary  Aylmer 

05 

30 

1876 

08 

07 

1880 

d/o 

Giles  Whitaker  & 

Lucy  Adkins 

Whitaker,   Mary  Holly 

09 

02 

1907 

04 

03 

1977 

w/o 

Oscar  Gentry  Whitaker 

Whitaker,   Melissa  A  (Stone) 

12 

26 

1828 

10 

31 

1891 

w/ o 

Aaron  Whitaker 

Whitaker,   Oscar  Gentry 

08 

25 

1907 

h/o 

Mary  Holly  Whitaker 

Whitaker,   Renie  (Ashburn) 

1877 

1946 

3rd 

w/o  Giles  Whitaker 

Whitaker,   William  (Franklin) 

04 

19 

1867 

07 

29 

1894 

h/o 

Lucy  A.  Boyles 

Whittington,  Clara 

1883 

1905 

m/o 

Earl  F.  Whittington 

Whittington,    Earl  F 

05 

01 

1901 

07 

11 

1901 

Young,   Rene  A 

1937 

1987 
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2002-2008 


(Bom 

(Died 

<Bec^  (Bertha  Mae 

3-15-1923 

7-28-2003 

(Bec^  JoHn  (D. 

3-5-1934 

12-13-2006 

(Bo(£for(C,  <Rp6ert 

5-8-1931 

11-16-2005 

ColBns,  (Patsy  M. 

6-26-1947 

4-26-2004 

Coj(t  Ode 

7-21-1914 

4-20-2006 

(Denny,  Margaret  T. 

1-31-1912 

4-18-2006 

Tloyd,3ofin(D. 

8-14-1926 

1-15-2003 

TuC^  Mary  J.Stone 

9-23-1905 

1-15-2004 

TuC^  (RjiByJ. 

6-13-1909 

9-28-2004 

iHoOamC  Treva  Hjoylbr 

3-4-1916 

4-23-2005 

Moraan,  <Don 

10-31-1937 

1-31-2004 

(Pi^,  Martha  J. 

10-24-1947 

10-21-2003 

Southern,  daughter  of 
Mr.  amCMrs.  1(fnneth 

6-13-2003 

6-15-2003 

Smith,  WUBam  ^E.  Jr. 

8-8-1927 

7-28-2007 

Spring,  James  <D. 

8-4-1944 

5-7-2007 

Whita^,  gilmer 

4-6-1920 

12-20-2006 

Whita^r,  Oscar  g. 

8-25-1907 

12-19-2000 

^  previously  mentUmeSin  ^  Cku^  JGstofy,  witiftfie  miiP-twentietA  centwy, 
iradkvmSctatedlJiattJUmencftfU  a  JhuiC demonstration  of 
respect  for  iJieir  deaasedneigfibor  or  friend. 

Upon  Ceammg  of  a  death  witHin  tfie  community,  a  respons^ie  person  wouldring  the 
cfmrcfi  Sell  a  prescriSed  number  of  times  wlUcA  tuouldconvey  to  alfwitliin  Hearing 
(Bstance  that  a  death  hadocamdandthat  ^iey  were  needed  to  assist  with  the 
preparation  cflJiegravesite. 

In  most  cases,  BuriaC would  have  to  ta^  place  the  dayfbObwing  death  because  of  the 
la(^(f  mortuary  ^rvices  as  we  ^pow  them  today.  It  was  (Uiso  not  uncommon  for  ihe 
men  of  the  community  to  construct  the  coffin  and/or  a  wooden  bos^fbrthe  buriaCqfthe 
deceased  Ladies  -werB  ^pown  to  join  together  to  bathe,  dress  andprepare  the  deceased 
female  neighbor  for  burioL 

nhe  Cast  time  men  of  the  community  prepared  a  grave  using  their  own  totds  occurredin 
1946.  9ir5.  ^ipuiM^hitah^,  the  widow  (fgiCu^i^h^ 

death  her  former  neighbors  and  friends  carry  out  this  traction fw  TCerbody 
was  transported  to  M^hitah^s  ChapeCfvm  Liberty,  ^North  CaroGna  where  she  had 
passed  away.  Mr.  J.  fi^.  ^)ennyjr.  currently  eighty  seven  years  of  age  remembers  well 
hewing  to     her  grave  andalsoassistedwith  the  closii^  of  the  gtave.  Thiswasa 
fitting fareweCC for  a  much  Coved  men^ber  of  the  community. 


TnuGtionaC(BuriaC—1920's 


Of 


Opening  Welcome 
Introductory  <Rpnar^ 
Comments  on  Sacred 9€arp  TourlNbte  Music 
^corded  T'our  [Note  Sacred 9{arp  Music 
Ijeacfiing  of  the  "(Beauty  ofSfiape  O^ote  Music 
"(Do-^-Mi'/rom  the  Sound  of  Music 
Shape  !Nbte  Singing   (Audience  (Participation) 
'An  OCd-Tashioned Singing' 


Wothing  (But  the  (Blood' 
'Amazing  grace' 
O  (For  a  IhousandTbngues  ' 
'7b  god  Be  the  glory' 
'The  OC{^(pgged Cross' 
When  Alf  god's  Singers  get  Home' 


(David  (f^fiiford,  (Pastor 
Mrs.  Linda  C(Jvington 
Mrs.  Linda  Covington 


Mrs.  Margie  (Denny 


Mrs.  Sue  Marion 


Casing  (Devotion 


Mrs.  (Beulah  (Peiipis 


of 

Hie  congregation  afH^Rtta^ffS  CfiopeCVmteiftMjetfiodist  CHurdi  ej^tends  a  warm  welcome  to  eacfi  of 
you  tJiis  evening  aswepnsent  a  program  of  Sacred Harp-Sfiape  9{ote  music  as  apart  cfour 
continuing  cdebration  oftHe  100^  anniversary  of  tRe founding  cfour  clhtrdi 

(Before  we  ej(flmine  a  sBort  History  afsRape  note  music,  it  wouUBe  fte^fuCto  understand  just  wfiat  is 
shape  rujte  music?  TJfie  idea  SefOnd shape  notes  is  that  the  parts  of  a  voadworf(can  be  Ceamedmore 
quic^  arufeasify  f  t&e  music  is  printed  in  shapes  that  match  up  with  the  so^tge  syOaSks  nnth  which 
the  notes  of  the  musical scaCi  are  sung. 

^Essentialfy,  it  is  a  tradition  of rurcd American  sacredmusic,  which  is  mar^gdhy  the  use  of  a 
notationaC system  in  which  d^ferentfy  shaped  notes  usedfbrdfferertt  pitches  enaSCeda  Begiimer  to 
recognize  pitches  from  the  iwte  head  shapes  without  haxnng  to  (earn  the  names  (f^gys  or  Sites  and 
spaces. 

Ihe first  shape-notation  to  gain  acceptance,  at  the  Beginning  of  the  19^  century,  was  Based  on  a  four 
syOaBie  system.  lHUCe  the  practice  of  suBstituting  symBolsfor  conventiorudmusicaCnotes  has  a 
history  stretcJOng  Bac^asfaras  the  year 1000 JL€>.  with  the  wor^oforte  guido  ofjirezzo,  and 
others,  andinjimerica  during  the  17^  century  By  the  earfy  ^ngUsh  coConists,  its  xtnder acceptance  and 
use  can  Be  traced  to  the  year  1^1  with  the  puBGcation  called  "llhe  (Easy  Instructor'  By  H^UBam  Little 
and^i^lBam  Smith  arufin  1803  tAe  puBGcation  of  "'Ihe  ^MusicaC^rimer'  By  Jbubew  Law.  Hiese 
Boo^  were  widefy  usedin  'singing  schools. '  Ihefburiutte  notation  system  was  widiefy  referred  to  as 
'fasoCa'  Because  it  was  Based  on  the  syOdBlesfa,  sol,  Ca  andmL  It  was  also  sometimes  ^nown  as 
'character',  'patent'  or' Buc^heat,"  In  time  this  shape  lurt^kymrwdy  Became  f^pavm  as 'SacmC 
Harp'  singing  with  the  advent  in  1844  of  a  collection  of  sacred  irtusic  ^nown  as  the  'Sacred9£arp' 
using  the  four  shi^  system  compiled  By  <B.  J.  "White  and'E.  J.  Kjng.  They  regarded  the  human  voice 
as  the  sacred  harp.  Jin  illustration  of  tlU four  shape  note  scaCe  is  shown  Bebw: 


<By  the  middle  of  the  IS^  century,  the  'fa,so,la' system  cffour  syHaBks  hadacquireda  major  rivaC, 
namely  the  seven-syOaBCe  'do,  re,  mi'  system.  TJhe  music  compilers  Began  to  add  three  more  shapes  to 
their  Boo^  to  match  the  c(pa  syOaBCu.  9lumerous  seven  shape  notatioris  were  devised  3esse<B. 
Ai^pi  was  the  first  to  produce  a  Boo^xvith  a  seven  shape  note  system,  and  he  vigorously  defimded  his 
'invention'  and  his  patent.  The  system  usedin  Ai^'s  1846  Christian  fMinstreleventualfy  Became 
the  standard  Jin  Ulustration  of  the  seven  shape  iwte  scale  is  shown  Below: 


do     re     mi     fa       so      la      ti  do 


Sfiape  lUftespnjvetCpoptUarmJiMefka  atufquid^  a  wide  variety  cftymi^ooii§werepepated 
making  use  of  t6em,  iSe  use  cf shape  notes  waned  in  tMe  nortkeastem  United  States,  But  in  the 
SotOB,  tBe^apes Became wdlentnmAedandma&ipSedntoa'^^  Jbumas 
Oavisson's%f9tmd(yHmwicfisgenenUfyamsidl^ 

JIJ&hougtavenrdupe6oo^maym>t6easfop^arasmlAepa^  there  an  oM a  gnat  of 
iAurc6esm^Soia6,mpankuCiirMmtiveQk^t^  that  r^uCarBf  use 

seven-shape  songhool^  in  Sunday -worship.  Hese  songSooffs  contain  a  variety  of  songs  from  tie  18f^ 
century  ddssks  to  20^  certtuiygospeCmmsic.  thus  today  deuominationaCsongBoo^priHtedin  seven- 
^apesproBoBfy  constitute  the  forged  6tamt£  of  the  shape  M>tetru£tion. 

InadiStioa,  noademmittatiottafcommunity sttyiugs are heldrvhtch/eature oufy 
century  seveu  dupe  gospeCwmacsudi.  as  Staei^s4ko^tymru^  In  these 

tnuBtions,  ^  custom  qf'dagiug  tfe  nates' is  generaffy  oi^  preserved ^ring  tie  feammg  process  at 
singiiy  schools  andsiiyittg  may  be  to  an  irutrurrumtdCacampamiruntf  lypicaiBf  apiano. 

'iJUseven^aperfstemisabostMusedatregiddrpuSGcsir^^u^ 

Christiany{armoKyaadthe9few3(arpqfO)&m6ia,  Suchsinffngs  aft  common  tn  9f»thCaroGna, 
IhmesseeandjUaSama,  andgenerall^  preserK  the  singing  schooCcustom  of 'siugmg  the  notes.' 

Ihejbwshape  tra£tion  that  cumutff  has  lAe  greatest  nuruBer  of partic^paaU  is  SaaedJCapsioffng 
iJiert  are  marry  otiurJour^apelanuBtions  that  are 

Sou^ernTCarmony  which  has  rernainedincotttirtuotts  use  at  one  angingin^entan,  ^futucfy  audis 
now  aq^eriertdag  a  uuntest  growth. 

7lie  seven-sh^  system  is  commonfy  used  6y  the  9itennoitites  and Jlmish.  yiumerous  songBoofif  are 
printedin  shape  notesjbr  this  wutr(ift,andinc6u(e  such  titles  a^  the  C^rist^ 
Raises,  ^PUgrim's^Praises and SHoer  gems  inSong 

It  is  dear  that  ^tratGtion  of  ^  use  of  ^ape  note  singing  in  Sunday  wa^ 
part  of  the  mraCAmerican  Soutkformany,  many  years.  Shape  notes  provided  a  method  of teacBng 
music  to  many  w^wouldotherwise  not  have  ej^eriencedthe  joy  irf^St^k^ 
'tosingistopnaydtnMy.'  Itis  most  BdigfyHiat  our  congregation  here  at  %i^hita^s($ape[made 
great  use  of  the  shi^  note  traStion  in  tAoseearfy  years.  Jtndso,  here  tonight,  we  will  strive  to  Bring 
Bai^mmeofthat  great  mrtsica£tru£tkmlijmm  as 'dapen^  It  is  our  hope  that  this 

evening's programwMnotottfy  Be  eigoyaStleButwitf  Be  a  Blessing  to  a(L 


/ 


and 

Tim  ^ovm>mg  ot  marA'K^E^s  ookpec 

(presented to  CHiCdren's  Vacation  <Bi6(e ScfiooCCCass  ofWdita^'s 
ChapeC  United  Methodist  Cfiurcfi,  Av^ust  10,  2008  ByJ.'W,  (Denny  Jr. 

Purpose:  The  purpose  of  this  outline  is  to  provide  suggested  historical  facts 
associated  with  this  tree  and  the  tree's  relationship  to  the  formation  of  Whitaker's 
Chapel  United  Methodist  Church,  which  may  be  expanded  upon  as  desired.  The 
order  of  presentation  is  merely  a  suggested  one,  and  no  claim  is  made  that  the  items 
listed  for  elaboration  is  complete,  but  rather  is  one  that  may  lead  to  important  facts 
which  have  been  overlooked.  The  main  outline  for  the  presentation  may  be  divided 
into  the  following  two  sections: 

I.  The  History  of  the  Mighty  Oak  Tree. 

II.  The  Role  of  the  Tree  in  the  Founding  of  Whitaker's  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  History  of  the  Mighty  Oak  Tree 

a.  How  old  is  the  tree?  No  one  knows  for  sure.  Experts  have  placed  its  age  at  well 
over  300  years.  When  it  dies,  and  the  rings  can  be  counted  we  will  know  for  certain 
its  age.  Let  us  assume  that  it  is  about  350  years  old,  which  would  make  its  first  day 
out  of  the  ground  about  the  year  1658 

b.  What  was  going  on  around  the  tree  when  it  sprouted  from  a  small  acorn?  The 
first  English  settlement  at  Jamestown,  Va.  in  1607  was  only  50  years  old  when  it 
sprouted.  George  Washington  would  not  be  bom  for  another  82  years.  The  United 
States  of  American  would  not  be  a  nation  for  another  120  years  when  this  oak  was  a 
large  tree.  It  was  a  mighty  oak  when  our  country  divided  in  a  great  Civil  War  in 
1861,  when  this  tree  was  about  200  years  old.  Other  historical  examples  may  be 
added  if  desired. 

c.  When  this  tree  was  small,  who  was  living  here?  Only  the  Native  Americans,  the 
Indians  who  lived  in  this  area.  For  example  the  Saura  tribe  for  whom  Sauratown 
Mt.  is  named.  They  called  the  mountain  ^Jammokee^  that  we  call  Pilot  Mountain. 

d.  When  did  the  first  settlers  come  to  this  area?  In  the  first  half  of  the  IS***  century 
or  from  about  1725-1750  when  this  tree  was  about  75  to  100  years  old. 


e.  If  the  tree  could  talk,  what  do  you  think  it  might  tell  us?  Might  it  tell  us  of  the 
Indians  who  rested  or  cooked  their  food  beneath  its  branches?  Might  it  tell  us  of  the 
Indian  trails  nearby,  that  became  cleared  paths,  which  became  graded  dirt  roads, 
which  gave  way  to  the  asphalt  highways  we  have  today?  Might  it  tell  us  of  the  early 
settlers  who  came  to  establish  homes  and  farms?  Might  it  tell  us  of  the  men  who 
lived  nearby  that  marched  off  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  or  the  Civil  War  or  the 
later  World  Wars?  Oh,  the  stories  it  might  tell  of  the  sights  that  have  passed  in  its 
view!  Can  you  (the  children)  think  of  any  stories  it  might  tell,  if  it  could  speak? 

f.  This  must  be  a  special  tree  to  have  lived  for  so  long.  Most  trees  were  cut  down  to 
make  homes  and  bams,  for  firewood  and  furniture,  but  not  this  mighty  oak.  It 
survived  two  tornados  the  first  that  we  know  of  was  on  May  3, 1881,  and  the  second 
one  exactly  78  years  later  on  May  3, 1959.  It  survived  all  the  lightning  strikes  that 
must  have  occurred  over  the  many  years,  and  now  Duke  Power  Co.  has  wired  the 
tree  so  that  if  lightning  does  strike  it  no  harm  will  come  to  the  tree.  It  is  a  very 
special  oak  tree. 

g.  How  big  around  do  you  think  this  mighty  tree  is?  Why  don't  all  the  children 
place  themselves  around  the  tree  and  with  outstretched  arms  hold  hands  and  then 
we  will  measure  it.  We  will  let  all  the  children  guess  the  distance  around  the  tree 
and  award  a  prize  to  the  child  that  has  the  closest  guess. 

The  Tree  and  Whitaker's  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 

a.  The  story  of  the  founding  of  Whitaker's  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  begins 
with  the  story  of  Mr.  Giles  Whitaker  whose  name  was  given  to  the  church. 

b.  Who  was  Mr.  GUes  Whitaker?  Mr.  Whitaker  was  bom  in  the  year  1842  here  in 
Surry  County.  He  joined  the  21*'  North  Carolina  Regiment  around  the  age  of  20 
and  participated  in  the  Civil  War.  He  was  a  very  religious  young  man  who  avoided 
the  common  vices  of  the  times  and  eventually  served  as  the  chaplain  to  Company  C 
of  the  21^'  Regiment,  helping  his  fellow  soldiers  draw  closer  to  their  Heavenly  Father 
in  the  times  of  the  hardships  of  war.  After  the  war,  he  retumed  to  Surry  County 
and  here  in  what  was  then  called  the  Deron  Community  and  became  a  farmer.  In 
1882,  he  built  the  house  here  with  his  own  hands  and  raised  his  family.  His  devotion 
to  God  and  his  fellow  man  continued  through  the  ensuing  years,  and  as  we  shall  see 
the  mighty  oak  played  a  large  role  in  his  service  to  the  Lord. 

c.  How  did  the  tree  help  Mr.  Wliitaker  to  carry  out  this  mission  of  service?  In  those 
early  days  there  was  not  a  church  nearby,  the  closest  one  being  a  walk  of  miles  to 
reach.  So  where  better  to  hold  a  church  service  than  under  the  spreading  branches 
of  the  mighty  oak  which  sheltered  people  from  the  hot  sun.  When  the  weather  was 
disagreeable,  he  would  conduct  church  service  in  a  small  building  which  was  located 
right  across  the  road  here.  (Point)  Although  he  was  not  an  ordained  minister,  he 
was  a  devout  Methodist,  and  when  the  circuit  riding  preacher  was  not  present,  Mr. 
Whitaker  preached  the  sermon  to  his  neighbors.  Sunday  school  was  held  right  here 


for  the  children  underneath  the  branches.  One  of  the  most  memorable  sermons 
preached  here  under  the  shade  of  this  magnificent  tree  was  one  given  by  the  Rev. 
James  Needham  who  was  affectionately  known  as  "Father  Needham."  At  that  time, 
the  area  had  been  in  the  midst  of  a  severe  drought,  crops  had  failed,  and  little  rain 
had  fallen  for  months.  The  sky  was  cloudless  when  people  arrived  that  day  for  the 
service  under  the  tree.  Father  Needham  preached  and  prayed  for  rain.  At  the  end 
of  the  service  a  heavy  downpour  of  rain  occurred  and  people  had  to  hurry  home. 
Mr.  Whitaker  continued  to  hold  services  under  the  tree  until  the  formal 
organization  for  a  church  was  formed  in  1908,  and  after  prayerful  consideration  the 
founding  church  members  voted  to  name  the  church  in  honor  of  this  devout,  Godly 
man.  During  the  years  preceding  the  erection  of  the  small,  wooden  church  many 
sermons  were  preached  by  circuit  riding  Methodist  ministers  under  the  spread  out 
arms  of  this  great  tree.  And  in  time,  it  became  known  simply  as  the  "Giles 
Whitaker  Tree''  a  place  where  friends  and  neighbors  could  gather  to  hear  the  word 
ofGod. 

d.  About  the  time  of  the  oi^anization  of  Whitaker's  Chapel  Church,  a  sufficient 
amount  of  land  was  donated  upon  which  to  build  the  church.  The  present  day 
church  occupies  the  same  land  that  was  donated  for  the  purpose  a  hundred  years 
ago.  Events  were  now  set  in  motion  that  were  soon  to  end  the  era  during  which  this 
great  tree  had  served  as  an  assembly  place  for  people  to  worship  God.  During  the 
spring  of  1908,  a  tent  service  was  held  by  Rev.  Fine  near  this  great  tree  during 
which  plans  and  organization  for  the  new  church  were  formulated  and  the  charter 
members  named.  Services  were  continued  during  the  years  1908  and  1909  in  the  old 
mill  house  that  stood  across  the  road  that  I  mentioned  earlier.  Even  yet  still  close 
enough  for  the  old  tree  to  provide  shade  and  comfort  for  those  who  lingered  after 
the  service  to  congregate  under  its  branches.  Under  the  leadership  of  Mr. 
Whitaker,  money,  timber  and  labor  were  donated  culminating  in  the  erection  in 
1912  of  the  new  church.  The  first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  R.L.  Doggett,  and  with  this 
achievement  the  involvement  of  the  "Giles  Whitaker  Tree''  as  a  focal  point  of  the 
affairs  of  the  church  came  to  an  end. 

e.  In  1915,  Mr.  Whitaker  sold  his  home  and  farm  including  the  venerable  old  tree  to 
Mr.  J.  W.  Denny  Sr.  and  moved  to  a  nearby  location.  Thus  a  new  chapter  in  the  life 
of  this  mighty  oak  began.  In  the  meantime,  the  church  grew  and  prospered  under 
the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  J.W.  Combs  who  served  as  pastor  from  1916-1920.  In 
1920,  Mr.  Whitaker  passed  away  ending  a  long  and  fruitful  life  in  the  service  of  both 
God  and  the  community.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Denny  remained  on  the  land  for  the 
remainder  of  their  lives,  raising  their  four  children  and  becoming  a  highly  respected 
farm  family.  Mrs.  Denny  remained  an  active  member  of  Whitaker's  Chapel 
Church  from  1912  until  1991  when  she  moved  to  a  nursing  facility  for  the 
remainder  of  her  life.  Mrs.  Denny's  life  spanned  the  era  from  listening  as  a  child  to 
Mr.  Whitaker  preach  under  the  branches  of  this  mighty  tree  to  being  an 
instrumental  figure  in  the  modem  church  that  stands  today  a  short  distance  from 
the  farm  on  which  she  spent  nearly  her  entire  life.  She  left  a  saying  about  the  old 
tree  which  is  as  appropriate  today  as  it  was  when  she  uttered  it  long  ago. 


'^The  thought  would  come  to  me  that  if  our  faith  were  rooted  as  firmly  as  that  tree 
is,  we  would  be  able  to  withstand  the  storms  of  life  just  like  that  tree.*^ 

And  so  we  are  left  to  wonder  what  great  events  that  this  old  tree  will  see  before  it 
also  passes  into  history.  One  can  hardly  believe  that  they  will  be  more  significant 
than  those  events  that  have  passed  before  its  view. 


jLsmm'o^m  cmri&mjLc  c^mm'iio^f 

1908-2008 

(DijLLogv^  wiiHum  ^'^(R^m>  Wi^stgpis 


Marquis  Wood,  Courtesy  of 
the  Duke  University  Archives 

umprnJcnoN' 

Uiis  evening's  program  see^  to  recreate  a  sense  of  the  ^je  arid  times  cfa  ciraut  riding  MetRodsst 
preacHerwfio  served  the  tHen  named  fad^  (District  indmUng  Mu  Airy  andsummnding  areas  of 
Surry  County.  Hie  9gverend Marquis  Lafayette  Wood  served  this  (District  as  a  circuit  riding  -preacher 
in  1858-59,  as  apastorm  1868  and  as  a  presiding  eider  in  1870-74.  Ihe  avaUaSiBty  of  historicaC 
dbcumerttationjbr  this  program  ranged  from  ej^fmmefy  scarce  to  non-exjstent.  Through  the  assistance 
of  the  Surry  County  JUstoriad Society  and  the  research  of^Mount  Airy  historian,  the  Cote  (S(jtth 
iMittic^  we  -were  ahte  to  locate  the  diaries  qf^^.  Wood  in  the  archives  cf<Du^  Vniversiiy.  Uie 
particular  (Garies  covering  the  years  1858-59  were  ohtainedfhm  a  (Bacheibrqf^>iviniiy  thesis,  "Ihe 
Life  andnimes  of  Marquis  Lafayette  Wood  as  Shoxtm  By  his  QMary'  By  Marquis  Lafayette  Lawrence, 
1930.  lJhecopyr^htqfthisrnateriaCisheQC6ytheVrtiversityJlrchivesLi6raiyqf<Du^ 
and  is  used  witJi  permission. 

9lgverend<Dr.  Marquis  LirfayetU  Wood  Mr.  Chet  Jessup 


Moderator 


Mr.  John  (Broughton 


J?  sy{cm^(Biog(RA<P!Hiai£  SKSEnjoffo^F  nam  li^fe  cyp 


iKe  <S^ffvermd(Dr.  Marquis  Lafayette  'Wood 
1829-1893 

Marquis  Lafayette  Wood  was  a  Metfiodist  clergyman,  missionary  and  educator  in  the  9fortJi  CaroGna 
Conference  oftfie  Metfiodist  'EpiscopaCCfiurcfi  Soutfi  J{e  was  Bom  on  Octo6er23, 1829  in  ^ndoCpfi 
County,  fNortR  Carolina.  He  received  his  education  at  the  ^ormaC College  in  (RflndbCph  County 
receiving  his  ^<3.  degree  in  1855.  ^therfbrd  College  conferred  a  (Doctor  of  (Divinity  degree  on 
(R^erendWoodin  1884.  J{e  served  the  HTadi^  (District  in  1858-59  as  a  circuit  riiRng  preacher, 
principaCfy  in  Mount  Airy  and  in  surrounding  Surry  County,  hewing  to  develop  and  6uUd many  of  the 
area  churches  some  of  which  are  stiff  in  existence  today.  In  1860,  (R^erend  Wood  left  the  Vnited 
States  sading  as  a  missionary  to  Chirm.  Ihe  voyage  from  9few  Yor^to  Shanghai  on  Board  a  sailing 
ship  encompassed  seven  months  rouruRng  the  Cape  ofQoodHope  where  some  of  the  most  violent  of 
ocean  currents  are  present.  (During  the  sv^years  that  he  spent  in  China,  he  experienced  the  tffects  of 
the  Tai  <Ping  (f(fBellhn  one  of  China 's  darkest  times.  9fis  wife,  the  former  (Ellen  Morphis  ofMt  Aity, 
diedofiffness  while  in  China.  ToUbwing  his  missioruay  hBors  in  China,  (Rfv.  Wood  returned  to  the 
Yad^jn  (District  in  1868  in  the  role  of  a  pastor,  and  he  later  served  as  a  presiding  elder  of  the 
Methodist  T.piscopa£  Church,  South  from  1870  untdl874.  In  1883,       Wood  was  selected  as 
the  president  ofTnnity  Coffege,  the  forerunner  of  present  day  (Du^  Vnrversity,  a  position  in 
which  he  served  with  distinction  untifl884.  Jieisthe  ordy  president  of(Du^  University  in  its 
history  that  is  aCso  an  alumnus  of  the  Vrtiversity.  (During  his  Hong  career,  ^(fv.  Wood  served  the 
foOowing  (Districts;  the  SaGsBury  (District,  the  Iredeff  (District,  the  Surry  Circuit,  the  QreensBoro 
(District  and  the  Charlotte  (District.  In  addition  to  serving  as  a  minister,  ^fv.  Wood  was  deeply 
interested  in  the  history  of!Nbrth  Carolina  Methodism.  He  collected  and  penned  accounts  of  early 
western  9^orth  Carolina  churches  aruf  ministers.  His  manuscripts  on  Sunday  Schoolwor^in  the 
(FayetteviOe  (District  aruf  the  rise  cf  Methodism  in  the  'Yat^pi  Valley  are  among  his  extant  notes, 
letters  and  volumes.  'Rfv.  Wood  died  in  QiBson,  !Nbrth  Carolina  on  HovemBer  25, 1893.  This 
evening's  program  wiff  highlight  the  years  1858-59  during  which  ^fv.  Wood  served  in  the  Surry 
Circuit  as  its  'circuit  riding  preacher. ' 

We  wish  to  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  assistance  in  the  production  of  this 
(Program  provided  By  the  Whita^'s  Chapel  Centennial  CeleBration  Committee  of  Ms.  Liruld 
Covington,  Mrs.  Shannon  (BarBer,  Mrs.  (Pansy  (Broughton  and  Mrs.  l(fnnette  Ihorrms. 


